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Y¥OL. XY. — se CORPS wEWS ae NO. 15 


Information Division - ; : Munitions Building 
Air Goris ° December 23, 1942 Washington, D.C. 





‘The chief -mrpose of this -mbdlication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying »ersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, end others connected with aviation. 

Puvlishers are authorized to revrint material a>»oearing in this publication. 

---000--- 


GENERAL FACHET BIDS ADILU TO THY ATR CORPS 

NIVERSAL regret »revails in Air Corps circles, and in other quarters as 
! well, over the departure of iajor-General James E. Fechet as the active 
=" head of the Army Air Corps. This severance of relations with the branch 
of the service with which he has been.affiliated since the early days of the 
World War was, of course, expected, in consideration of the fact that the tour 
of duty of Bureau Chiefs, and the assigmuents of other staff officers for that 
matter, are limited to four years, but it does seem that these four years have 
been all too short. | 

General Fechet goes into well merited retirement, that is to say, as far 
as the Army itself is concerned, but it is understood he will continue his affil- 
iation with aviation matters in general in a civilian canacity. His tour of 
duty.as Chief of the Air Corps was marked by substantial progress in this branch 
of the military establishment. It is regretted, of course, that one of his 
cherished ambitions - acceleration of promotion of Air. Corps officers ~ was not 
fulfilled, but this was due to circumstances beyond his control. It would ap- 
pear that:this vital question is one for the future to decide. One could hardly 
feel optimistic on this score just now in these days of economic stress, and 
it would seem that oromotion levislation mist bide its time until that day - 
and we hope it will be soon - when wrosperity has turned the corner and is in 
full swing again. ; . 

Notwithstanding the inequalities in rauk which still confront the commis- 
sioned personnel of the Air Corps, their morale has been of a high order. Under 
General Fechet's regime there has been a complete transformation in the flying 
equipment of the Air Corys, which is now more modern. Army pilots are highly 





trained in. the! svsecialized branches of military aviation to which they are 


assigned, as demonstrated in the annual maneuvers held in. past years, particu- 
larly those: held last Spring. 

The Air Corys, which has ‘orided itself on the system of flying training 
given students at its flying schools, has noy even more reason to harbor this 
high regard for it, with the establishment of. Randolvh Field, Texas, as the 
Air Corps Training Center. ‘This flying institution is, of itself, a monmvment 
to General Fechet's aduinistration, but. many more rojects lookinz to the 
progressive develowment of the Air Corns were realized during that time, chief 
among which were the stens: taken to carry out the provisions oz the Five-Year 
Expansion Program, which has served: to bolster up the conmissioned and enlisted 
personnel and supplied them with their necessary stock in trade - airplanes. 

It woulda only te echoing. the sentiments of all Air Corns yersonnel to ex- 
tend to General Fechet our sincerest wishes for ha-niness and >rosperity in 
civil life and to characterize the task he has performed as their Chief as one 
"Well Done." 

General Fechet's farevell to the Air Corzs is quoted below, as follows: 

"They say that all things mist come to an end some time. ‘This is yarticu- 
larly true in official life, where. the days of those holdings office are numnber- 
ed, literally speaking. Four years ago, on December 19,°1927, when I took the 
oath of office as Chief. of the Air Corps, I hardly gave thought to the time I 
would retire therefrom - it seemed so far away. But the years have flow by 
far too swiftly, and Decerber 19th of this year marks the completion of my 
four-year tour, as well as more than 33 years! service in the frmny. They have 
been interesting and instructive years, all of them, but the most satisfying 
were those four yeers spent in directing the Air Corps. They have been con- 
structive years, for during that time the Air Corns vas in the midst of its 
five-year expansion rogram. . 

As Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, I aided my predecessor, la@jor-General 
Mason M. Patrick, in laying the foundation of this: new organization, and now I 
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leave to my successor, Major-General Benjamin D. Foulois, the naan of placing 
the flag upon the capstone of a more completed edifice. 

I say with much feeling that the most gratifying results accomplished dur- 
ing my tenure of office were mainly due to the whole-hearted supvort which all 
of you members cf the Air Corps have given me. No Chief could ask for more 
loyalty and devotion to duty than that which you have accorded me. It is my 
sincere hope that you will manifest the same spirit of cooperation towards my 
successor and others who follow. 

While I leave the active service of the Army in general, and the Air Cords 
in particular, with the deepest regret, it is also with a feeling of intense 
pride for having been affiliated for so many years with this young and vigorous 
combat branch of the Army which has made its mark in the general scheme of 
things connected with the National Defense cf our country. My name may be sepa- 
rated from the active list, but my heart will ever be in sympathy with everything 
pertaining to the welfare of military aviation." 

-—~000-—— 


EROOKS FIELD BECOMES STATION OF OBSERVATION GROUP 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, has been experiencing a rapid phantasma- 
goria hardly exceeded by the "quick change" artist. The Air Corps Primary Flying 
School pulled up stakes and moved to their new station at Randolph Field, taking 
many officers and enlisted and civilian personnel. However, Lieut.-Colonel H.B, 
Clagett, formerly Commanding Officer of the Field, moved to Kelly Field, where 
he assumed command, and took with him several officers of Brooks Field, among 
them being Captains C.C. Nutt, 1T.S. Voss, James A. Healey, C.W. Ford, Lieuts. 
Lewis A. Dayton, W.E. Baker and R.C. MacDonald. Captain Healey, Lieuts. Dayton 
and Baker, who filled the respective positions of Secretary, Adjutant and Per- 
sonnel Adjutant of the Primary Flying School, are performing the same duties for 
the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field. 

With the devarture of the school, the 12th Observation Group moved into 
Brooks Field, the first tactical organization to be stationed in San Antonio 
since the War. Major Frank D. Lackland, wio was commanding Dodd Field, took 
over the command of Brooks, and the field now includes the 22nd Observation 
Squadron, formerly of Maxwell Field; the 12th Observation Scuadron. 12th Obser- 
vation Group Headquarters and First Photo Section, formerly of Dodd Field; the 
88th Observation Squadron from Fost Field, Fort Sill, Okcla.; the 58th Service 
and 62nd Service Squadrons, formerly with the Air Corzs Frimary Flying School, 
and retained at the Field when it became a station for the Tactical Group, be- 
sides detachments of the Quartermaster, Signal, Medical and Ordnance Corps, num- 
bering 870 enlisted men and aporoximately 75 officers. 

Under the able direction of Major Lackland, who previously commanded Fort 
Crockett and Dodd Field, and who is a graduate of the Command and General Staff 
School at Fort Leavenworth and an officer of wide exverience, the 12th Observa- 
tion Group already has begun operations contingent upon the training of air 
officers in the intricacies of Observation tactics. 

---000--— 


NEW TYPE OF INERTIA STARTER 


A new type of inertia starter was recently developed at the Materiel Divi- 
sion, Wright Field. It consists of the standard inertia starter with a booster 
magneto incorporated in the drive in such manner as to mesh the booster with the 
starter gears at the same instant the starter is engaged with the engine. The 
total weight of the new equipment is 50 pounds, including the booster magneto 
and hand crank. Necessity for separate booster magneto and control is eliminate¢ 
thus saving a weight of ten pounds over the type B1l which is at present stand- 
ard. The new starter has the further advantage of freeing the hand of the pilot 
formerly used on the booster for the operation of the throttle and wabble pump. 

--~000-—~ 

The Houston Public School System, at the beginning of the February semester, 
is going to incorporate in its vocational school curriculum aviation ground 
school courses. These courses consist of Motors, Navigation, Meteorology, and 
Theory of Flight. This is being done with the cooperation of the 111th Observa- 
tion Squadron, Texas National Guard. ‘The Instructors who have been selected to 
teach this course are officers of this Squadron. 
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TRAINING STARTED AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


On Whvenber end, 331 students started training at Randolph Field, Texas. 

Of this number, 113 started training on the Basic Stage and were transferred 

from March Field, Calif., and Brooks Field, Texas. 
Primary class were 218 students, including seven holdovers. Prior to the 

start of flying, eight students were eliminated for ~hysical disqualifications. 

The following is a list of the students; 


2nd Lieuts. 
Hefley, William T.. 
Johnson, Harry W. 





' Wilson, Russell A. 


Flying Cadets - 
Aring, Wilbur W..: -- 
Baker, Carl fF. 

Beck, Stephen A. 
Belden, Lloyd I. 
Bell, Jasoer NN. 
Bird, A.Je, Jr. 
Bogardus, William I. 
Bonnell, William F. 
Borchers, Adrian 
Bordelon, Henry 0. 
Forgers, Eldor W. 
Brady, Robert W. 
Brannon, William F. 
Brashear, Maurice P. 
Brockliss, Cedric J. 
Bruce; James L. 
Cahill, Martin B. 
Cassady, George SS. 
Cazier, Frank W. 
Christner,. John W.: 





Churchill ,Randolvh E. 


Clark, Glenn C. 
Clark, William L. 
Combest, William L. 
Cooper, Robert E. Jr. 
Corrigan, immett J. 
Coursey, Harry 


Cox, Dudley S. 


Cox, Homer M, 
Culler, Harry H. 
Davis, Villiam E. 
Deavenport, James M. 
Demler, Marvin C. 
Ditzen, William G. 


Cantain 
Welch, Clarence H. 
lst Lieuts. 
Conway, Harold J. 
Hinds, John H. 
Kirkendall, John P. 
end Lieuts. 
Arnett, Charles 1. 
Kohler, John F.M. 
Skinner, Merson L. 
end Lieuts. 
Military Academy 
Adams, Andrew J. 
Arnold, Milton W. 
Bard, Charles R. 
Farr, John EZ. 
Beck, Theodor J. 














BASIC STAGE 

Flying Cedets 
Doherty, John C. 
Ducxworth, Hubert 5B. 
Eaker, Carl H. 
Earle, Lloyd W. . - 
Flower, Scott 
Fouche, John S., Jr. 
Freyer, Frederick R. 
Gates, Thomas L.. 
George, Clifton V. 
Giffe, George M. 
Glasgow, Marvin C. 
Govoni, George L. 
Haarman, Donald W. 
Haley, Olin XK. 
Hamilton, Hdward WV. 
Hansveter, Paul J. 
Harris, Clyde C. 
Harris, Lester S. 
Henderson, Richard W. 
Hill, Robert L., Jr. 
Hoffinan, Cecil R. 
Horvath, Lewis, Jr. 
Hughes, Louis R. 
Hunt, Jack S&S. 
Hunt, Wilburn R. 
Hurst, Don L. 
Hutcherson, Benj. F. 
Jackson, Edmund L. 
Jarison, Robert E. 
Jobson, Theron §. 
Johnson, William W. Jr. 
Kane, John R. 
Keenan, Gregory F. 








' Krug, Lester E.: 


Lancaster, David B. Jr. 
Lovelace, William T. 
McCormick, Paul 
Mackelcan, Howard W. 

PRIMARY STAGE 

end Lierts. 

Military icademy 
Beebe, Royden EB. Jr. 
Bell, William J. 
ferg, Frederick T. 











_ Blake, Gordon A. 


Blanning, James C.. 
Blunda, Gaspare F. 

Bond, Van H. 

Bowman, Wendell W. 

Boyd, Richard XK. 

Brown, Robert Q. 
Callahan, Daniel F., Jr. 
Cardell, Robert -L. 


. Carlisle, James H. . 


Carlmark. Carl W. 
Carlson, Gunnard W. 
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Starting training in the 


Flying Cadets 
Matthews, James M. 
Matthews, Francis H. 
Moody, Howard A. 
Moore, Ralnh J. 





Mosman, Ormond J. 


Moyers, Frank N. 
Murchison, Beorge M. 
Neal, Jesse 

Nelson, David R. 
Nuckols, William P. 


Oglesby, Walter A. 
- O'Hara, Byron G. 


Parrish, Noel F. 
Payne, Sammel V. 
Philip, Donald E. 
Purser, Brittain H. 
Qualm, Joseyxh R. 
Randolyh, Jack L. 
Reynolds, Roger M. 
Richardson, Harold G. 
Searles, Nathan F. 
Sheffield, Douglas A. 
Shockley, Moir L. 
Smith, Elton 

Spake,. John P. 
Sprunger, Noble 0. 
Stevers, Fred D. 
Swift, Henry H. 
Thruelsen, Richard D. 
Trimble, William L. 
Unruh, Marion D. 
Ward, Roy P. 

Wassell, Raloh L. 
Weller, Richard C. 
Woolley, Paul S. 
Workman, James T. 


-Selazo, Steve L. 


Zuck, Carol W. 


end. Lieuts. _ 
Military Academy’ 
Carroll, Joseph F. ~ 
Carter, Richard S. 
Cather, Leo W. 
Corbett, James B, 
Daley, John P.. 








Damoerg, Carl Fe 


Davis, William D. 
Densford, Charles F. 
Diestel, Chester J.-: 
Dougher, Charles: B. 
Dudley, Howard H. 


. Duffy, Marcellus 


Eaton, Robert E.L. 

Feagin, John A. 

Fletcher, George E. 
V-62138, A.C. 





PRIMARY STAGE - 2ND LINUTENANTS, MILITARY ACADEMY 








Frederick, Charles E. 
_Folton, Robert F. 
Gordon, John C. 
Griffith, Russell H. 
Guenther, Louis A. 
Hampton, William A. 
Hanmer, Stephen R. 
Hartman, George F. 
Haynes, Ashton M. 
Helms, John Tf. 
Hickey, Terrence R.J. 
Hockenberry, Earle W. 
Hoy, Charles E. 
Humber, Charles I., Jr. 
Hutchison, David W. 
Isbell, William H., Jr. 
Jackson, Irving W. | 
Kerwin, Arthur R. Jr. 
Kunish, Lester L. 


ae 


Lee, Robert M. 
leeper, Earle B. 
Lester, Raymond T. 
LLeverick, Maynard N. 
Lichirie, Cornelius A. 
Little, Donald ¢. 
McClellan, James T. 
McGowen, Clarence D. 
McVea, A.J. 
McLaughlin, Victor J. 
Mahoney, Willian J. 
Miller, Paul G. 
Mitchell, Eimo C. 
Mooney, Henry K. 
Moore, Ernest. 
Motherwell, David N. 
Muenter, Hilbert F. 
Parham, William L. 
Read, John W.M. 
ING CADETS. 





Aldahl; Joice E: 
Amber, ‘Charles J. 
Amorous, William W. 
Blade, Allen P. 
Bogen, William T. 
Bowers, Cleo L. 
Burdzinski, Bernard F.. 
Byers, Edvard W. 
Caldara, Joseph D. 
Carter, Riley B. 
Chaoman, John L. . 
Claassen, Clayton B. 
Collier, Claire B. 
Coover, Marcus F, 
Corley, Quinn M. 
Cothran, John A. 
Cowing, Charles A. 
Crutcher, Harry, Jr. 
Dahl, Harold E£. 
Darnell, Cecil 
Dittrich, Chas. M. Jr.” 
Doole, Geo. A. Jr. 
Ducrest, James R. 

Earp, James 7. 
Eisenmann, Sanwel B.,Jr. 
Fator, Jenhtha W. 

Ford, Vincent 

Fraser, Lloyd D. 
Furlow, James W. 

Gavin, Edward M. 
Gebelin, John, Jr. 
Gephart, Laurel J. 
Gettys, James T., Jr. 


Gruver, Dorsey B. 
Halvorsen, Lars J. 
Harmon, Harold D. 
Hart, John B. 

Hearne, William F. 
Howard, Tom R. 
Hunter, Dwight H. 
Hutchinson, Donald R. 
Jarboe, Max F. 
Johnson, Earl D.. 
Joyce, Edwin A. 
Kelley, Josenh J... 
King, James F. 
Kleinoeder, Leonard, P. 
Koch, William A. 
Laughlin, Jess il. 
Lesesne, Chas. H., Jr. 
Lowrie, Theodore W. 
Iuxehart, Iuther H. 
Tumkin, Charles R. 
McAllister, Willian G. 
Manchester, Horace H., Jr. 
Mangen, Albert J. 
Marshall, Riley H. 
Martine, Lawrence 1. 
Miller, Clark L. 
Miller, John A. 

Mims, Bert P. 
Montgomery, Malvin 
Moore, Edwin M. 
Muehleisen, Dolf E. 
Nelson, Carl A. 
luckolls, Emmett B. 


Roller, Harry G. 
Skeldon, John R. 
Smart, Jacod E. 
Stiness, Philip B. 
Strother, Dean C. 
Stunkard, Robert A. 
Thomas, Marvin L. 
Thomason, Elmer L. 
Timberlake, Edw. J., Jr, 
Uhlman, Harold R.. 
Walker, Edwin A. 
Ward, Peter 0. 
Williams, Gerald E. 
Williams, Hoyt D. 
Wise, Richard H. 
Woodward, William R., 
Yates, Donald N. 
Young, Millard C. 


Opvenheim, Russell I. 
Pettigrew, Bruce C. 
Plummer, Everett C. 
Prime, Frank J. 
Reiff, Allan E. 
Renshaw, Harry N. 
Rogers, Craven C. 
Rosasco, Walter L. 
Rose., William A. 
Rutherford, Stuart EF. 
Shedd, Morris H. 
Short, Henry 3. 
Sindo, William J. 
Skaer, Arthur H., Jr. 
Smith, John H. . 
Stackhouse, Walter C. 
Stovhlet, Richard B. 
Stourf, Charles ‘I. 
Stuermer, Henry J. 
Sweetser, Luther V.,Jr. 
Thomas, Albert J. 
Thomas, John B. 
Tibbs, Orville E. 
Vavrina, Richard F. 
Wackwitz, Donald NV. 
“ebb, Lynn H. 
Whitlock, Howard W. 
Wood, Clyde H., Jr. 
Woodward, Raymond C. 
Worrall, Charles H. 
Yarborough, John M. 
zongker, Leonard. E. 


NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS TRAINING IN GRADE 





Kolb, Nation A., Master Sergeant 
Field, Charles B., Technical Sergéant 
Stockwell, Raymond, Technical Sergeant 
Walsh, Lanbert C., Technical Sergeant 
Hanson, Arthur, Staff Sergeant 


Baier, Eberhart F., Captain, German Arny.. 


FOREIGN STUDENTS 





-Lovvorn, Ancel L.,° 
Vartin, Morris, Staff Sergeant 
‘Rureska, Henry J., Staff Sergeant 
White, Andrew, Staff Sergeant 
Cunningham, Charles C., Sergeant 


Staff Sergeant - 


Wan, Charles C., Chinese student 


deLeon, Nicholas H., lst Lieut., Guatemala Yuinn, Roy C., Chinese student. 


The following students who re.orted for eayine: training with the November. 
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class were found to be »yhysically disqualified: 

end Lieut. Frank Kowalski, Jr., (Q.M.C.), Flying Cadets Daniel C,. Edwards, 
Jr., Harvey 3. Hartline, Elmer L. Koup, Henry L. McClellan, Herman C.Shockley, 
Laurence E. Shumaker, and Tech. Sgt. Lambert C. Walsh. 
avs Pe A . mmm OO Qeeene 


: FLYING. LABORATORY USED TO TEST RADIO SETS 


The Ford tri-motor airplane, which is equinved as a flying radio labora- 
tory; left its home base at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, recently to spend a 
few days at Selfridge Field, Mich., in connection with the testing of Western 
Electric Comaand Sets. These sets, installed in airplanes of the Firdt Pursuit 


' Group, were recently reworked at Wright Field. 


Captain Rives of the Signal Corps, accompanied by Mr. Robe of the Air 
Corns Materiel Division at Dayton, and Lieut. Halloman, »ilot, made u» the 
party, and were joined at Selfridge Field by Mr. Brymer, engineer for Western 
Electric. Much valuable information was obtained by the pilots of the Group 
flying planes equipped with the sets and aided in their tests by the personnel 
of the flying laboratory. 

---000--= 


MAIL PICK-UP DEVICE DEMONSTRATED AT WRIGHT FIELD, OHIO. 


A demonstration was recently made at Wright Field of the Cabot Aerial Pick- 
up Device which facilitates the collecting of mail or message bags by an air- 
plane without landing. This equipment consists mainly of a truck from an axle 
of which rise two 20-ft. uprights at the head end of the car. The top of the 
uprights are 15 feet apart. Between them is stretched shock cord, to an exten- 
sion of which is attached the mail or message bag. The airplane picking up the 
bag flies above and between these uprights in such a manner that a hooking de- 
vice extending from beneath the plane catches up the 60 feet of shock cord “ith 
its attached bag, the pilot winding up the cord on a windlass situated in the 
cockpit and drawing the bag into the plane through a trap door placed in the 
bottom. 

An unusual feature of the device is the catapult arrangement. Upon the 
truck is laid a 12-foot runway upon which moves a carrier. The mail or message 
sack attached to the shock cord is placed in this carrier. The moment the hook 
from the plane strikes the shock cord, a trigger is snorung which releases shock: 
cord under high tension attached to the carrier and catapults the carrier dow 
the track, Tims, when the hook of the plane drags up the message bag, it has 
already been set moving in the direction of the plane and at the same approxi- 
mate speed at which the plane is traveling, so that neither shock nor the ef- 
fects of shock are experienced by either pilot or >lane. The spéed of the car 
upon release is usually set for 70 m.p.h. This speed can be distinctly increas- 
ed, however, by a tighter winding of the windlass which controls the speed of 
the car. 

The pick-up device on the plane is likewise ingenious. The windlass is 
automatically operated. A steel pick-up pole, 12 feet long, and clamped beneath 
the fuselage, contains a groove in rhich the pick-up hook rides. This pole is 
let down by one end changing vertically as the plane approaches the truck. ‘The 
weight of the mail sack on the hook causes the windlass in the plane to turn, 
Grawing the sack to the trap door. The pole is then clamped back to its hori- 
zontal position. 

In the demonstration at Wright Field, which was held for the purpose of 
determining the possible usefulness of the device in carrying messages, dis- 
patches or mail in time of war, the device operated quite successfully. A 
hook-up installation was made on an Army plane, and tests with Lieut. Parker 
piloting continued the following day. 

The Cabot Aerial Pick-up device was designed by Godfrey L.. Cabot, a former 
president of the National Aeronautic Association, and a familiar figure in 
national aviation affairs. It is said that Mr. Cabot conceived the idea during 
the World War to make flying possible between battle fronts where landings would 
- saaeereen? Now it seems to have a definite peace-time value for air mail 

Llelds. 
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BIG TWO-PLACE GLIDER TESTED AT LUKE FIELD 


The first test flight of the two-place glider constructed at. Iuke Field, 
T.H., resulted in a broken wing skid and a cracked tail skid, due to a sudden 
change in wind direction while being towed off. With Lieut. Joseoh B. Stanley 
at the controls, the craft was again taken off - into an ®mile wind. It left 
the ground at about 15 miles »er hour sveed after a run of from 50 to 75 feet, 

Lieut. Stanley, who with Lieut. Tallmadge L. Boyd and Lieut. James M. 
Thompson, has worked for months on the construction of this revolutionary 












glider, said that the crafi handled wel I Tapaiti30-6 0-0 fina hei met S-esioten 
he s8i "Sess =e ee scan Gro pend Va guco = le batatce is perWect, bu 


the aileron controls are stiff'dicumay. Wee to undergo slight alteration. We 
worked with nothing but out qum Widths TadApmsitarct ine this glider, as »lans 

for a cabin glider were not available. For that reason, we have made mistakes, 
I mean, if we were building another glider of this type, we would do some 
things differently. Put the glider comes up to exnectations in every way." 

One reason for making the test flight and »lenning another was that Lts. 
Boyd and Stanley were to leave soon for the mainland. Having spent months on 
the construction of the glider, their frienés at the field aided in rushing 
work on it so they would have an opvortrnity to fly it. 

The glider has a wing span greater than the Iuke Field Keystone Bombers, 
which are the largest airnlanes at the Army flying fields. The fuselage re- 
sembles a shark lying on its back with opened mouth. ‘the craft is designed to 
carry two persons so that pilots may relieve each other during long flights. 
The officers have hones it will be used here to set an official world's record 
for motorless flight. 

The fliers plan to establish a cam on windward Oahu and to seek an endu- 
rance record, This lan has been decided woon after short test flights in 
which it was indicated there is nothinz wrong in the design or construction of 
the glider and that it will be ready for the rising currents at the Nuuanu Pali 
after minor renvairs and alterations. 

‘On October 30th, Lieuts. Tallmadge L. Boyd and James M. ‘Thomason made 
short test flights with the glider, and both declared it vas functioning »rover- 
ly. Both officers enjoyed only a minute each aloft as compensation for their 
months of labor, as they were malting ready to return to the mainland. After the 
glider was brought to a landing, Lieut. Boyd said: "My few seconds of glicer 
pilot time have repaid me for all the work I have done on the ship." Neither 
pilot gained more than 40 feet from the ground after a short tow by automobile. 

Following the flights, it was decided to »lace a long metal sicid behind a 
small wheel on which the fuselage of the glider rests. This will relieve the 
tail skid. Lieut. Thompson said that there would be changes in the control 
system to make the ailerons work easier. When the changes are completed, it is 
planned to take the craft over the Peli. 

Lieut. Howard B. Lathrop, another Reserve flier at Iuke Field, will work 
with Lient. Thomson, and may be relief »ilot when the craft tits off for its 
record atvermt. If the glider passes further tests, it is >ianned to enter it 
in the National Glider Contest on windward Oahu. 

--~U00--~ 


MAJOR RADER ADDRESSES RESERVE OFFICERS 


Taking "Our Air Corps" as his subject, Major Ira A. Rader, Air Corps, In- 
structor and Air Liaison Officer at the Infantry School, Fort Benning, Ga., de- 
livered addresses before a large number of Reserve officers in Atlanta, Ga., on 
December 16th; Rome, Ga., cn December 17th and Griffin, Ga., on the 18th. ‘The 
leth District Conference Schools for Reserve Officers, of which Colonel Graham 
is instructor, sonsored the lecture tour. 

Major Racer discusseu the most important missions of the Air Corps, its 
great mobility, range of firepower, and power to move about in space, as well.as 
a general outline of the missions of Attack, Bombardment, Observation and 
Pursuit orenches of the Air Corps, the special missions of e@ combined air force, 
and the assigninent of Air Corps units to ground forces. 

Qualified from the standpoint of military education and experience on the 
Subject, Major Rader, a forceful and interesting speaker, was given a cordial 
reception at each meeting in the three cities. Major Sereno E. Brett, Inf., 
is scheduled to address the Reserve Officers in the above named cities in Febru 
ary, and Captain Walter C, Phillivs, Infantry, in the month of March. 
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MOSQUITOES IN PANAMA IN GRAVE DANGER 


Nop While there has been a lull lately in 
j ie _-—> the cammaign of extermination in Panama 
a a i against the mosquito, the war is not over 


a= by any means. Should certain experiments 





iis soon to be conducted prove successful, a 
acme Cis) “8 vigorous offensive will be launched against these 
insect pests. 

In the issue of the News Letter of Sextember 18th, the France Field Corres- 
pondent related the results of spraying exzseriments with poison dust over cer- 
tain malarial mosquito breeding areas. A recent communication received from 

France Field states that,while dusting with Paris Green, diluted as low as 10% 

‘by weight of Paris Green and 90% of dust has been 100% successful in killing 
the anopheles mosquito larvae in the dusting operations conducted by the Air 
Corps in collaboration with the Health Department of the Panama Canal, it was 
found that this poisonous concoction, unfortunately, has no effect on other 
species. In addition, its effectiveness is destroyed after a veriod of four or 
five hours, due to the fact that the particles of dust absorb moistyre and sink 
in the water. 

A study of the above facts gave rise to the idea that it might be practical 
to spray oil from an airplane in sufficient quantity to produce a film of oil on 
the surface of the water where any mosquito larvae were developing ahd kill them. 
At first, exneriments were conducted on the ground to determine the minimum air 
pressure required to exoel fuel oil from jets of various sizes. These experi- 
ments developed that a pressure of 60 pounds was necessary to expel oil from a 
3/32~inch opening. It was decided, however, that this pressure was too high 
for practical purposes, so the fuel oil was diluted 50% by volume with Deisel 
oil which, it was found, could readily be expelled from the jets with as low as 
10 pounds air pressure. 

With this discovery, an apparatus, consisting of an ordinary 4.-gallon hot 
water boiler as a receptacle for oil, and a 10-gallon capacity tank,to act as a 
receptacle for air at a higher pressure than required to expel the oil, were con- 
nected with suitable piping and pressure gauges and mounted on a light truck. 
The truck was driven at 60 miles an hour, in order to determine, as far as pos- 
sible, the disbursement of the oil after leaving the jets. A similar apparatus 
was then mounted on an 019C plane of the 7th Observaticn Squadron for actual 
test. This apparatus consisted of two 30-gallon hot water boilers, the one for 
the oil being mounted on the fittings of the auxiliary fuel tank, while the one 
for the air was placed in the rear cockpit. ‘The two tanks were connected by 
3-inch pipe in which was placed an automatic pressure regulator, a globe valve 
and &@ pressure gauge, so that the air pressure on the oil could be maintained at 
15 pounds. 

The boiler containing the oil was mounted with the bottom to the rear and 
the two side outlets to the bottom, so that the air connection could be put in 
the rear outlet and the discharge for the oil could be connected with the rear 
of the side outlets. Oil is discharged from the tank through a galvanized iron 
pipe, one inch in diameter, with a one=inch straightway steam cock placed about 
12 inches from the rear of the tank. Fastened to the core of the steam cock by 
means of a somewhat flexible connection is a T+shaped handle, which passes 
through the fuselage to the right side of the pilot's seat and provides a handy 
method of turning the oil on and off. ‘The one-inch pipe continues from the steam 
cock to the rear of the fuselage, where it is connected to a @ne-inch T, in 
either end of which is connected a 5-foot length of #-inch pipe, with 3/32-inch 
holes spaced 3 inches apart, the outer end of the pipe being closed with a 
finch cap. : 

The one inch’ pipe leading from the tank to the 10-ft. spreader in the rear 
is supported by means of a strut from the camera opening in the bottom or the 
fuselage and a U bolt fastened to the streamline in front of the tail wheel. The 
10-foot oil spreader is supported by means of a strut on each side, fastened to 
the elevator fitting and further supported by a cable extending forward to the 
tail wheel streamline. 

For the preliminary test, in order to determine whether the installation 
was functioning properly mechanim@lly, the oil tank was filled with water. LEvery- 
thing worked smoothly, and the first test with oil was made on October lst in 
Mireflores Lake, between Miraflores and Pedro Miguel locks. This test was con- 
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ducted to deteriine the disbursement as weil as the thickness of the film. A 
film xbout forty feet wide was soread, although it was rather licht. Later on 
in the day a test was made over the same area near Old Panama, which had been 
previously dusted with parts of Paris Green, and it was found that where vezge- 
tation was »resent the auount of oil discharged vas not sufficient to create a 
film. In order to overcome this deficiency, the holes in the 10-ft. svreader 
pipe were increased from 2/32-inch to 5/2-inch, and a noticeable increase in 
the thickness of the film on the water resulted. However, the film still is 
not heavy enough, end further tests are to be made with the size of the s»reader 
holes increased to jinch. The mixture of oil will also be changed from 50 to 
60 percent fuel oil, and the air pressure increased from 15 to 25 »ounds. 

In the event further tests prove the feasibility of spra,ing oil from 
planes, larger installations will be made for use on Bombers. 


== 000——= 
NEW FORM-FITTING BACK AND HEAD REST 


Of course, every pilot in the Air Corns lmows how each and every ‘xilot has 


his own »articular sights for sunnery, but not all of them mow about the latest] 


design developed by Major Gerald E. Brower, Commanding the First Pursuit Group. 
Well, here's the dope: 

About the middle of September, several nilots from the 94th Pursuit Squad- 
ron flew up to the Aerial Gunnery Camp for some »ractice in formation firing. 
Joining them were Major Brower and Lieut. Ballerd, who were starting out for 
their record firing for the year. The first evening at camp, when the "Chow 
Bell" rang, all of the »ilots jumped to their feet from where they had been 
sitting on the alert, and rushed for the mess hall. Nothing doing, however, 
because roll call »roved that Major Brower was missing. "Where is he!" That 
was the question. An investigation was started, and he was soon found on the 
line at work. He was finally nersuaded to call it a day, after such arguments 
as a man reqviring sustenance and that he could not see in the “rowing dusk, 
enyway, were laid before hin. 

The next morning the Pursuiters saw the object of the Major's »ride. It 
was a FormFitting Back and Head Rest direct from the Rue de la Paix. Of 
course, the object of the gadget is to keen the head from :oving from side to 
side while coming down in the dive at the target. When the head is moving in 
that manner, it is much easier to hii the target with a brick than a gun, In- 
stead of bracing the forehead against a head=-rest fastened to the wind shield, 
in this case the pilot calmly revoses with his head, shoulders and back easily 
resting against the above mentioned form-fitting apperatus. It is true that 
this is more the correct position of a soldier than with the shoulders and 
head hunched forward, but what is a man going to do if he has to start dodging 
bullets? 

"We are glad to say, however, that the 'formfit' seems to work," says the 
News Letter Corresvondent, "and also glad to say that Major Brower is always 
working for the best interests of the Air Corss. He takes advantage of every 
chance that he has to improve on equinment." 

: ~~--000—-— 


A PARACHUTE JUMPING JAMBORES AT MATHER FIELD 


After citing the fact that Mather Field seems to be a dangerous vlace for 
bachelor officers and enumerating various and sundry officers who fell before 
the unerring aim of the mythical little fellow with the bow and arrow, the News 
Letter Corresnondent goes on to say that other officers, craving more excite- 
ment at less risk, put in for and received »ermission to try practice paracinte 
jumps. First on the field to "bail out" voluntarily were Lieuts. W.G. Carter 
and A.W. Stainback. The latter carried a camera on his drop and secured an in 
teresting »icture or two on the way dom. A few days later the Williams Twins 
jumped out as nearly at the same time as possible. Of the jumps, said Williams 
No. 1, "I got out first," while No. 2, not to be outdone, said, "But I landed 
first," which is the first time in history they have been so far apart. Next 
to qualify for the "Synthotic Cetersillar Club" was Lieut. B.S. Kelsey, who 
advises that his next voluntary jwm will be after the development of a chute 
larger than the 28-foot trainer, or after he loses a few of his 228 vounds. 
Kelsey warped his fuselage slightly when he landed with a jolt on three noints- 
two of which were his elbows. 
“ -464- y-6218, A.C. 
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AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER MOVES TO RANDOLPH FIELD 
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The Training Center has moved into the Administration Building at Randolph 
- Field and occuries the suite of offices in the northeast corner of the second 
& floor, having moved over about October.lst. The Training Center now consists of 
Brigadier General Charles H. Denforth, Commanding; Captain J. XK. Cannon, Direc- 
tor of Training; Captain Arthur Thomas, Adjutant; and lst Lieut. R.W. Douglas, 
Jr., Aide to the General. 
ader The assignnent of officers in the Air Corps Primary Flying School is as 
He) follows: Major F. L. Martin, Commandant; Mejor T.J. Hanley, Assistant Command- 
ant; Ist Lieut. J.D. Givens,,,.georstary oF _Schooks, Cantain J.K. Cannon, Director 
ra B ying; lst Lieut. WeRs mie Direbtgr of Flying; lst Lieut. 
wee (Glenn, Operations ce; a 
we / \ Pe a Flying Devartmen Riivited! "nto two. ‘pheges, Primary and Basic, Cant. 
wv y. Gi Wildiams being in lease of the Primary Staite | land Captain P.L. Williams 
soe e Basic Stage. The|Primary Stage usesjthe wes} side of the field, and the 
f ip, Stage’ the ene sid Each stage is divided into flights, to which the 
has ft Low ai eh ssigned as Flight Cdmmanders_and Instructors. 
test | [th PRIMARY STAGE seine 
map. Np Pyrat rt Tel a = a 
1gt Lieut. W. ee Ist Lt. J.P. er = jpatl \Lt,, C. W. “bewrence 
1ad~ ol Ge sae A. Dennils tow rie 5 S HN pj Van Meter 
Se “A. M. “Kelly » o, ¥: nag a ne J.N. Tob | 
i and it K. A. Rogers A. J. Micktev 2nd Pee. _jpareag | 
w  |/2pd LU. H. M. Newstrom iz Smd-ks . T. W. Scott 
2nd Lh. E.H. Alexander aed. it, R.R. Walker 
: ee NT 
: = 4 WSdC. Fowler i sf 
= {ena ff. |s a vat 
& wp Flight, j <7 ig tet BL i oht 
It lst Lt 4 s.P-H. Préntiss ~ Ist Lt. H.W. Ferguson 1st Lt. L.C.. Craigie 
lst it’ ‘Ned Schramn lst Lt. C.T. Myers end Lt. 0.1. Grover 
to lst Lt. E.G. Johnston end Lt. J.H. Atkinson end Lt. F.K. Park 
1a Ist Lt. H.S.Vandenburg <¢nd Lt. F.A. Armstrong end Lt. J.L. Daniels 
In- | lst Lt. D.N. Schiatter end Lt. M.E. Tillery end Lt. C.T. Mower 
eld, | 2nd Lt. H.R. Grater end Lt. H.L. Sanders end Lt. J.H. Wallac 
sily ]| end Lt. L.W. Watnee end Lt. W.B. Blaufuss end Lt. K.E. wibbetts 
at end It. G.H. McNeir end Lt. G.R. Acheson end Lt. F.A. Pillet 
, end Lt. W.H. Doolittle 2nd Lt. T.J. Meyer 
ging | end Lt. D.D. Arnold 
“te : BASIC STAGE 
- WAY Blight "pl Flight No" Mlicht wp" Flicht 
rery Lét’ Lieuts. lst Lieuts. lst Lieuts. lst Lieuts. 
A.G. Liggett H.A. Halversen I.P. Bailey H.C. Wisehart 
L.D. Weddington D.W. Norwoed B.E. Nowland C. K. Rich 
M.N. Clark end Lieuts. H.M. Turner G.O. Barcus 
R.B. Williams F.J. Lauer end Lieuts. end .Lieuts. 
end Lieuts. D.W. Allison D.H. Alkire R. Heber 
> for B.A. Bridget E.J. Rogers P.B. Wurtsmith J.W. Andrews 
Fore 0.F, Carlson G.W. McGregor R.L. Winn H.T. Sprague 
e New| -L. Lee T.H. Daxter M.R. Nelson J.W. McCauley 
ite- H.F. Dyer F.E. Wolfe C.W. Davis © 0.C. George 
acimte F.R. Upthegrove 
rter The Academic Devartment consists of the following officers: Director of 


an it- Ground Instruction, Caotain C.V. Finter; instructors, lst Lieuts. E.C. Lynch, 

Twins JF. Harly, C.J. Crane, A.H. Johnson, 2nd Lieuts. C.D. Wheeler, H.C. Lichtenberger 
‘Lliams }*™4 R.D. Johnson. 

inded The Cadet Detachment is divided into the following: Commandant of Cadets, lst 
Next. Jlt. 1. Griffiss; Supply Officer, lst Lt. C.P. Bradley; Mess Officer, end Lt. J.K. 


who Hite. "A" Company is in charge of Lt. Bradley and "B" Company of 2nd Lieut. 


ae 2.3. Swofford. 
joints - The following officers are in charge of ost administration: Cantain T.W. 


-etht Adjutant; lst Lieut. L.E. Sharon, Assistant Adjutant; ist Lt. F.L. Cook, 
, A.C. Pe*Sonnel Adjutant; Ist Lt. E. Sullivan, Asst. Personnel Adjutant, Captain G.W. 
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Polk, Jr., Engineering; lst Lt. H.A. Bartron, Air Corps Sunply; lst Lt. J.E. Duke, 
Jr., Post Exchange; 2nd Lt. J.F. Kinzie, 7.& R. and Athletic; end Lt. J.W.Andrey, 
Officers! Mess; lst Lts. A.H. Johnson and H.A., Bartron, Armament and Ordnance; 
Major F.L. stone, Provost Marshal; lst Lt. J.A. Mollison, Asst. Provost Marshal 
and Prison and Police Officer; It.-Col. J.F. Taulbee, QMC, Quartermaster; Ist Lt, 
L.D. Talbot, Asst. Quartermaster; lst Lt. K.E. Webber, Finance; Major T.E. 
Harwood, Flight Surgeon; MajormC.J. Baker, C.R. Glenn and J.P. Beeson, Assistant 
Flight Surgeons; Captain R. Peterson, Medical Administrative Cor s. 

The 67th Service Squadron has as Conmanding Officer, Major L.F. Stone; as 
Adjutant, lst Lieut. I.L. Proctor; as Ingineering Officer, Cantain A.5. Albro; 
as Asst. Engineering Officer, 2nd Ltj E.C. Robbins and W.A. McArthur, and as 
Sunply Officer, lst Lt. G.L. Davasher. ; 

Cacdtain E.H. Tonkin is Commanding Officer anc Adjutant of the Headquarters 
Squadron, Air Cor.s Primary Flying School, with end Lt. W.L. Lee, Suonly Officer, 

Cantein L.L. Koontz commands the 46th School Squadron, with lst Lt. Carl B, 
McDaniel as Engineering Officer, 2nd Lts. 2.L. Tucker, Adjutant, and E.P. Rose, 
Sunply Officer. 

The 47th School Squadron is commanded by Cantain W. Miller, with lst Lt. 
N.D. Frost, Adjutant; 2nd Lt. W.J. Davies, Sunnly Officer,and lst Lt. F.P. Booker, 
Engineering Officer. 

Commanding the 52nd School Squadron is Captain E.D. Jones, with end Lt. R.F, 
Cobb, Adjutant; 2nd Lt. M.K. Lewis, Jr., Susoly Officer, and lst Lieut. 0.G.Kelly 
Engineering. 

The 53rd School Squadron has as Commanding Officer Captain J.B. Patrick, who 
is also Adjutant; 2nd Lt. H.L. Grill, Swooly Officer; end Lt. H.A. Parker, Mess 
Officer and 2nd Lt. S.A. Gilkey, Engineering Officer. 

The 20th Photo Section is commanded by 2nd Lt. G.¥. Henson. 

Post Trans»ortation is in charge of end Lt. H.E. Rice. 

The School of Aviation Medicine is under the suvervision of Major Benjamin 
B. Warriner, Commandant; Major Edy. C. Greene, Asst. Commandant; Ca »tain Robert 
Peterson, Executive and Secretary; and the folloving instructors: Psychology, 
Major Warriner; Administration, Physiology, Aviation Medicine, including Roent- 
genology and Photograshy, Major Lyle C. White; Otology and Onhthalmology, lajor 
Robert KX. Simpson; Corres2ondence Course, Major F.R. Borden. 

---000--= 


NONCOMMISSION2D OFFICERS! QUARTERS AT SCOTT FIELD 


A total of 18 sets of noncommissioned cfficers' quarters, the first »verman- 
ent buildings to be completed at Scott Field in the War Devartment building >ro- 
gram, were officially occupied on December lst. The addition of these nine 
buildings made it nossible, for the first time in the history of the field, to 
quarter all the noncommissioned officers of the first three grades on the field. 

The quarters are excellently designed, with amvle room, and many reports of 
satisfaction were received since they were occupied. The noncoms. who drew the 
new quarters were Master Serzeants Herbert J. Bertram, Joseph H. Bishop, 9th 
Airship Company; Olin Zrown, 24th Airship Service Co.; William C. Hughes, Henry 
G. Wilkes, 15th Obs. Squadron; Nico G. Lowv0s, 2lst Fhoto Section; Otto H. 
Nelson, clst Airship Group. Hors.; Wilbur R. Rhodes, 5th Photo Section; Tedhnical 
Sergeants John Bollinger, Ray Gaston, Cecil B. Guile, lSth Obs. Sodn.; Clyde J. 
Hobart, 24th Airshiy Service Co.; Edward Kozibvoski, 9th Airship Co.; Peter Mahar, 
Ordnance Dept.; George D. McCartney, 2lst Airship Group Hars.; Kenneth 1 .Ogilvie, 
Q.M. Corps; First Sergeants Ewald Davids, 9th Airship Co., and Robert J. Kelly, 
eAth Airship Service Company. 

Construction on the first new'barracks tuilding at Scott Field was conmleted 
by the contractor, and it is expected the Ninth Airship Company will move into 
its new home in time to have Christmas dinner there. Lieut.-Col. John A. 
Paegelow has authorized the Airshi Company to move its equipment into the build 
ing, but has decided to delay the occupancy of the building by the men until the 
building has been thoroughly: dried out -by the heating plant. 

~--000-—— 

A scheduled inspection and review of Air Corps troops turned out to be merely 
@ o-miuute uncfficial visit when Marshal d'Esperey cf France stepped out of a 
G-9 Transport, »aused for an official »vhotograph with Major Heffernan, and was. 
immediately whisked away to a waiting steamer. During the Marshal's day and a 


half visit in the Canal Zone, the entire time was svent on the Facific side where 
all the military honors were tendered. 
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THANKSGIVING WEATHER POOR FOR CROSS-COUNTRIES 


Bad weather conditions, including snow, haze, wind and generally »oor fly- 
ing weather settled down over the Mid-West and moved ranidly eastward during 
the Thanksgiving week-end and effectively »laced a mumber of Selfridge Field 
airplanes on the ground wherever they hay ened to be. 

Several pilots had carefully hoarded their cross-country allotment of time 
in order to spend a day or two at Thanksgiving with relatives or friends. These 
men were forced either to remain overtime at their destinations or, when sudden- 
ly set woon by the elements, were forced to seek a landing ylace without too 
much delay. 

One of the most. exhausting trivs rerorted during the period was a flight 
of a C-4A to New York by Lieut. Wolf, carryinz with him seven other officers 
and two enlisted men. The wlane started out on Friday, November <7th, for 
Mitchel Field by way of Buffalo, and got within 59 miles of Buffalo when it was 
forced to return due to snow and imoossible flyin: conditions. The next morn- 
ing at 7:50 o'clock, as soon as a weather rerort had been received, another 
start was made, and this time Buffalo was reached with no difficulty. With 
good reports by way of Albany, the »ilot set off for New York with nothing but 
a head wind to bother him. 

This vart of the trip was uneventful until east of Tarrytown, within a 
fev miles of Leng Island Sound, when a thick snow storm and high winds were en- 
countered. The ».ilot sought the shore of the Sound and checking that headed 
towards New York along the shore line. It soon became evident that, due to the 
head wind, little »rogress was being made and the gasoline sunply might be ex- 
hausted before Mitchel Field could be reached. ‘The decision was therefore made 
to proceed to North Beach or Flushing and land. 

It was at this .oint, while flying over the water of the Sound at a low 
altitude, that a dramatic incident occurred. The fuel gauges were incorrect 
and failed to disclose that the main tanks were out of gasoline. Suddenly, 
without warning, the three motors all stoxed, and the ensuing commotion vould 
have been humorous had it not been so serious. hans flev all over the cockoit 
as the co=.ilot sought tounfasten his belt. One of the passengers rushed madly 
to the rear of the lane and began to strin preveratory to a swim. The tanks 
were switched, and soon two of the motors picked uw», although the right out- 
board motor failed to respond for several minutes. During that time the »lane 
was flovm with two motors alone. It was determined that the shin had crossed 
the Sound by that time and, after some milling around, the airoort vas located 
and a landing made. 

Most of the party inmediately »roceeded to the Yankee Stadium by ferry 
and arrived at the Army - Notre Dame game during the second quarter. The events 
of the two-day trip were obscured by the wonderful dis»vlay of >»erfect football 
shown by the Army team. Lieut. Yolf ferried the »lane with the crew chief to 
Mitchel Field on Sunday. 

Due to »oor weather conditions and mechanical trouble, the return start 
could not be made until Tuesday morning. Encountering a stiff head wind again, 
three long hours were consumed to get to Syracuse, where it was necessary to 
land for fuel. After refueling, the olane took off for Iuffalo, but at 
Rochester a severe snow storm was encountered. The storia was so violent and 
blinding that, although within sight of *he Rochester Airzort, the »ilot did 
not dare to go near it as, just before the storm obscured nearly all visible 
objects, a civilian plane had been seen circling the >ort. After a few minutes 
of vainly attemoting to find a break in the storm, the lane returned to 
Syracuse for the night. - ; 

A snow storm at Syracuse delayed the start until late in the morning when 
there was a break in the storm. Attempting to start the motors, it was found 
that the battery was low, due to the gencrator being out and there was insuffi- 
cient power to turn the starters. ‘The oil had hardened in the starters to such 
én extent that they could not be turned effectively by the hand crank. Consi- 
derable delay ensued while two motors were finally started. The third remained 
balky but was finally started by hand. A brief stop was made at Buffalo, where 
fuel was again »rocured, and the remainder of the tri» to Selfridge Field was 
made without incident. The »ersonnel malting this flight were lst Lieut. Paul W. 
Volz, end Lieuts. Arthur W. Meehan, Gerry L. Mason, George F. Schlatter, Mark 5. 
Bradley, Jr., Air Corns; Monty J. Tennes,Jr., John F. Egan, George A. Hersam,Air 
Reserve, James W. Pumelly, Inf.; Sgt. Harold H. Braun and Corn. Wm. B. Bradley. 
All aopeared to be very fond of. New York, but not of its weather. 
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CONSTRUCTION WORK AT MAXWELL FIELD 


Construction of permanent buildings of the Air Corps Tactical School at 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., continues at the usual accelerated pace common 
to all contractors on government construction. 

The »ermanent Quartermaster warehouse, garage, and utilities buildings 
were accepted by the Commandant on November 5th. These mildings can only be 
used for storage for the »resent because of lack of heat and roads. 

Bids have been asked for the construction of 21 sets of company officers! 
cuarters, with a commletion date set for August 1, 1932. This is the largest 
single construction item for Maxwell Field under the »resent a x ronriations, 


and their completion will insure quarters for at least a ».ortion of the officers | 


at Maxwell Fiela. At resent, a »ortion of the commissioned »ersonnel are living 
in converted war-time shacks and quarters constructed for noncommissioned offi- 
cers. Hy far the larger »ercentage of the officers are residing in Montgomery, 
trying to stretch their commtation into covering rents, light, water, heat, 
phones, and numerous other items incident to renting in tnat city. 

The new barracks, destined to be the home of the 54th School Squadron (lst 
Lieut. H.H. Mills, commanding) has been turned over to the Air Corps. The occv- 
pation of this building has been delayed pending the discovery of the source of 
the water which has converted the basement into an indoor swimming pool. 

---000--— 


GUN CAMERA FOR PURSUITERS 


Patience has its reward, as well as »ersistence, and the First Pursuit 
Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., has at last been compensated for these virtues 
by being swoolied with 20 camera guns to be used in connection with its tactical 
training. The guns are the G35 type, made by the Gaertner Scientific Corpora- 
tion, and are operated by a trigger fitted on the control stick, the film roll 
being actuated by a strong spring. 

A test installation was made on a Boeing P-l2 airslane and good results 
obtained, The remaining guns will be distributed to the Squadrons and installed 
in the near future. Eight guns will be used to equip one flight of two-seater 
Pursuit type of airplane to he assigned to the 36th Pursuit Squadron. The re- 
maining guns will be distributed to the other Squadrons to be mounted as fixed 
guns. 

It is anticipated that the use of these camera guns in the tactical work 
of the First Pursuit Croup will result in many enlightening comzarisons. ‘They 
will aid greatly in the solution of tactical >roblems of attack, formation and 
position. Many arguments should be eliminated or at least settled, for on each 
‘exoosure of the film there axpears the exact time of the exposure and the target 
ship (if a hit was scored). Especially im>oortant will be the use of camera guns 
in the work the Group will »erform in the formative »veriod of two-seater Pursuit 
tactics. Many interesting and instructive comoarisons should result between the 
gans mounted on the tvo-seater Pursuit air»lanes and the guns fixed on the single 
seaters,. 

---000-—~ 


HIGH RANKING OFFICERS INSPECT MANEUVERING AREA BY PLANE 


Probably at no time in the history of the Army have so many high ranking 
officers of the Army taken an airnlane flirht at one and the same time. This 
unusual incident occurred recently in the Hawaiian Islands during the course of 
the preliminary manetvers held there as a prelude to the Joint Army and Navy 
Maneuvers which are to be held in February. 

Prior to the final phase of the preliminary maneuvers, an aerial inspection 
of the ground positions occupied by beach defense units was made by the Command- 
ing General of the Hawaiian Department and his staff, the Commanding General of 
— Separate Coast Artillery Bricade and by Sector Commanders and their 

S. 

; Of the 27 airplanes, including two Sikorsky Transports, which comprised the 
aerial inspection armada, 18 carried a total of 25 officers from other branches 
of the military service , including five General officers, two Colonels, two 
Lieutenant-Colonels, four Majors, seven Captains and five Lieutenants. These 
officers were: Major-General Briant H. Wells, Brigadier-Generals W.E. Cole, Henry 
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WV. Butner, Otho B. Rosenbaum, John F. Madden, Colonels John 3S. Fair, Frank B. 
Watson, Lieut.-Cols. Sherman Miles, C.E. Delaplane, Majors Elkin L. Franklin, 
Francis M. Brannan, Manton §. Eddy, Abraham Tabachnik, Captains Iucas 5. 
Schoonmaker, Lloyd S. Spooner, Harold G,. Archibald, Edward E. Walker, Henry C. 


non | Harrison, Jr., Ernest T. Hayes, Nicholas Szilagyi; lst Lieuts. George K.Withers, 
Russell G. Duff, Charles D. Palmer, end Lieuts. Harlan C. Parks and Andrew T. 
McNamara. 

> ; Army >ilots who flew the 18 passenger-carrying planes were: Lieut.-—Col. 


Gerald C. Brant, lst Lieuts. Wendell B. McCoy, Wm. B. Clarke, Nathan F. Twining, 
2nd Lieuts. Edgar R. Todd, Donald W. Armagost, Robert E.L. Choate, Sidney A, 
Ofsthun, Howard B. Lathrop, Jr., William E. Karnes, Ezekiel W. Napier, Edward 
N. Coates, Fay 0. Dice, Leonard H. Rodieck, Wilfred Rotaerham, Weldon E.Rhoades, 


cr ve 


cers | Thomas B, McDonald and John C. Crain. 
iving All officers making the flight. were of the unanimous opinion that they 
Ci- were able to obtain a comprehensive idea of the disposition for defense in a 


ry, | matter of minutes rather than the hours that would have required had this same 
survey been made by any form of ground transportation. 
The Air Corps is congratulating itself that we have here in the Hawaiian 


lst | Department so many flying Generals who appreciate the possibilities and also the 
CCU limitations of military aviation. 
of Of considérable interest was the ease with hich observations were made 


from aircreft of the movements of designated objectives, particularly during the 
night problems. During the period November 4th to Sth, inclusive, the 18th 
Composite Wing remained on the alert night and day and carried out day and night 
operations, consisting of reconnaissance at sea, bombardment attacks, laying of 
smoke screens, attacks on ground troops, interceptions by pursuit, etc. During 
the heat.of the combat, the 75th Service Squadron, at Wheeler Field, received 


. orders to pull and install a motor at 2:00 a.m: This was accomplished in the 
ical fast time of two hours and 20 minutes. | 
at Upon completion of these maneuvers, a sesh aie was held by the Commanding 
11 General of the Hawaiian Department. 

aneeptiliirniee 
1led BEAUTIFYING THE GROUNDS AT SELFRIDGE FIELD, MICH. 
er 
> As part of the beautification program now under way at Selfridge Field, 
ed Mich., a large group of evergreen trees from different localities in Michigan 


; were received. Lieuts. Llewellyn 0. Ryan, Frovost Officer, and idward V. 
- Maschmeyer were instrumental in securing these trees for the Fost. These offi- 


ey cers first located the types of trees they desired by flying to the various 

nd localities and interviewing Federal and State Forest Reserve personnel. Another 
— trip to Lansing secured the necessary permission and aid from the State authori- 
pice ties, and Lieut. Maschmeyer then proceeded to Alnena to supervise the digging 

8 


on and collecting of young trees near there. A detachment of enlisted men was sent 
soit to Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Mich., and assisted Lieut. Ryan in procuring trees in the 


\ the vicinity of Tawas, Michigan. 

ingle About 450 young trees from five to eight years old, including various kinds 
of Pines, Cedars, and Spraces were obtained. ‘The digging parties were very 
greatly aided by both Federal and State Forest Reserve personnel. ‘The trees 
were transported from Alpena and Camp Skeel by air to Selfridge Field, «where 
they are now being transplanted in and about the new quarters and buildings which 
were recently completed at this station. 

& ---000-—~ 

S ; : . 

of SOME SHARP SHOOTING BY FILOTS IN HAWAIIAN DEPT. 

A tactical exercise was recently held at Fort Shafter, T.H., involving aerial 
tion machine gun fire and bombing. Ground targets representing a battalion of Infantry 
and- were scattered in open formation, based on actual dispersion of a battalion when 

of warned of the approach of hostile airplanes. The 26th Attack Squadron of Wheeler 
heir Field was designated as the organization to perform the mission. Of a total of 
270 targets, 232 were struck, many of them having six or eight bullet holes each. 
_ the Tkis demonstration was witnessed with much interest by Major-General Briant H. 
hes Wells, Department Commander, and his Staff, and by Major—Céneral Albert J. Bowley, 


Commanding the Hawaiian Division, as well as ‘about a hundred officers of other 
e brexiches.. 
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GAS HELMETS FOR NON-RIGID AIRSHIP USE 


Request was made of the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, a 
short time ago for the design and procurement of a helmet to be worn by persons 
entering the gas compartments of airships of the internal suspension type for 
the purvose of making inspection or repairs. Work ef this kind has been found 
necessary in connection with the ZMC-2 airship at Scott Field. Inquiry divulged 
the fact that, although nothing of this kind had ever been used in other govern- 
ment services, a crude helmet had been developed and used by the Metalclad Air. 
ship Corporation. This company, Air Corps officers cooperating, thereupon de- 
signed a more finished product for Air Corps use which is now under construction, 

This helmet, made of two-ply balloon fabric, fits over the head somewhat 
after the fashion of a deep sea diver's, except that it is fastened tightly 
about the wearer's neck on a collar of adhesive tane. <A window of vyralin, ap 
_ proximately 6 x 4 inches, is curved to fit the forehead and is held in place by 
adjustable web straps inside the helmet which encircle the back ‘of the head. 
Padding between the window and forehead insures comfortable wearing and places 
the window at a proper distance from the face. This is the only part of the 
helmet fastened to the head, the space inside the helmet acting as an air reser- 
voir. ‘The air supply and exhaust lines are located near ‘the wearer's mouth, 
the former being standard half-inch high pressure air hose, the latter, 13 
inches in diameter, the difference in size preventing the building up of pres- 
sure in the helmet. ‘The air supply hose is led into the ballonet through an 
airtight fitting so that pressure can be maintained in the envelope. The air 
exhaust hose, however, exhausts into the ballonet space. This is necessary be- 
cause tius it is exhausting against a pressure equal to that in the gas space, 
and the pressure in the helmet is sufficient to cause it to distend fully. If 
it led outside the envelope into the atmosphere, the pressure of the helium on 
the helmet would cause it to collapse tightly about the wearer's head and there 
would not be enough reserve air in the helmet to allow a full breath. 

The two hese are taped together at intervals and fastened to a harness 
worn by the person entering the ballonet. An extra air cylinder for safety is 
now on the back. A rip panel in the helmet makes it possible in emergency to 
get air to the wearer more quickly than by removing the helmet. The gas 
helmet is, however, safe and efficient and there is virtually no limit to the 
time which the wearer may spend in the gaseous chamber without ill effects. 

---000-—~ 


FRANCE FIZLD OFFICERS PARTICIPATE IN FIESTA CELEBRATION - 


In accordance with the policy of the Devartment Commander to secure and re- 
tain friendly relations with the citizens of the Republic of Panama, a six~ship 
good-will mission was sent to David, Republic de Panama, for the fiesta and 
ceremonies marking the third of November (Panamanian Independence Day). Contact 
and friendly relations were immediately made upon landing, and were contimed 
until the flight took off the following morning. 

The fiesta began with ceremonies in the Plaza, which included public sing- 
ing, patriotic addresses and formation drill by the police department. The cere 
monies were followed by a dance at the David Club in honor of the Governor of 
the Province nf Chiriqui and the France Field delegates. Following toasts to 

the Governor, the Spanish Consul, the Mayor of David, and other influential 
citizens, the Governor and his Staff were tendered a luncheon by the aerial 
visitors. 

In accordance with "the old Spanish custom," the afternoon got under way 
with a Panamanian bull fight. This differs frem the Spanish version in that 
_nhone of the animals participating are killed or injured. The Toreadors, instead 
of being professionals, are merely volunteers from the ranks of spectators, and 
no one is barred from the arena. The only near tragedy occurred ‘yhen a livoly 
bull found his way into the arena (evidently by mistake or malicious design) and 
contacted a Toreador who was in the act of bowing to a senorita on the sidelines. 
The momentum of the bull gave him the advantage and, needless to say, he receivé 
" the ovation of the maltitudes , who by this time were in true fiesta spirit. 

In the evening the France Field delegates tendered a dinner to the Governor 
and Senor and Senorita Jurado. The dinner was followed by the Governor's ball. 
Tre flight returned home early the next merning. Officers participating in the 
flight were Capts. George and Trunk, Li¢uts. Bevans, Duke, Nugent, Hobbs, tai 


and Cabell. 
-470~ ya6218, A.C. 








-— aa ae hee pee |e ~~ ke ncn 


tI MWA ct ® Ee OR oe 


aeOn 


46 


thy 


TING TALES 







iting forays for deer, turkey, ducks, etc., are being 

rfo Sersonnel of the Depot from time to time during this 

ne, cess," says the News Letter Corres0ndent from the San 
and continuing, "Tieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., was the first at 


indulged; by. 
season,’ wit 
8 asvondsead Y 





i Peed igve, to get a deer this season, and this-was the outcome of 
: msi Werty ey nal of Majors E.F. Harrison and G.D. Griggs, M.C., of 
aa \; i oite Field es Chapman and Thomas of this Devot. 
- The eget mM question, it is understood, was conquered. by as masterly a 
¥ yohe of img Stair strategy and tactics as has ever come within this: corres on- 


dent's Inowle dge. It seems that Lieut. Thomas had taken up a position, as a 
reserve~force, so to speak, at a »oint commanding a critical salient of the 
‘proposed theatre of operations, and the other three members of .the: exnedition- 
mend aheyf ‘na had succeeded in weakening the enemy by scouting and harrying engage- 
a men say ‘pad maneuvered him into a vrecarious situation where he would be ex- 
y posed ooh oy rheed and enfilading fire from the seid reserve force, who there- 

unofi, py a \cléver ruse in the nature of a feint attack upon the enemy's air 
unit (to wit, one pelican), gained fire superiority in the engagement and in- 
flicted one hundred nercent casualties on the quarry. Such is the official 
verbal commnique from the scene of battle, and Lieut. Thomas was the recipient 
of many congratulations upon his »rowess." 

From Randolph Field comes the story that, as the turkey season opened in 
Edwards County on November 16th, Major Frederick L. Martin, accompanied by Lieut. 
Harold A. Bartron, drove un to the ranch of Mr. Joe Sid Peterson on the after- 
noon of the 15th in order to be. on hand at the first crack of dawn on the oven- 
£ ing day. Major Martin succeeded in killing his first wild turkey that morning, 

and by noon had gotten his season's limit of three. Being a much better hunter 
than Lieut. Bartron (who un to that time had failed to get any), Major Martin 
returned to the post, leaving Lieut. Bartron to the mercy of the wilds. "It is 
regretted," says the News Letter Corresvondent, "that Major Martin was not ner- 
sonally present to verify the facts in the following story brought back by It. 
Bartron, which is that officer's own recital of the facts. Lieut. Bartron 
states, however, that witnesses can be produced in case any one is energetic 
enough to start an investigation as to his veracity, that is, if they will come 
down here and interview them." Lieut. Bartron's story is as follows: 

"I was a member of a camping varty consisting of Mr. Peterson, his brother, 
and two other hunters from Heuston, Mr. Holcomb and Mr. Woods. As these gentle- 
men had just arrived, Mr. Peterson took them in tow and left me to do what I 
wished. I hac informed Mr. Peterson that I thought I knew where some wild tur- 
key gobblers were roosting, that I would try to locate the tree and wait for 
them to come in, but not to. wait for me in case I was late. When I got back to 
camp they were standing in front of the car aoparently somewhat worried because 
tact I had gotten there quite late and, as I came up, Mr. Peterson said: 'Now, listen 
a here, we really have been doing rare this afternoon. Let's hear your story 
| first and then we will tell ours.' To which I revlied, 'What is this to be, one 
ef these mental poker games where the first liar has no chance, as he is sure to 


re 


Ls 


\v 


| Ten 
hip 


pee be raised by the next one?! and he said, 'In all probability,. yes. ' So I said, 
- 'In spite of all these odds, here gzoes.! 
‘ "I reached the tree wherein I ex ected the turkeys to roost at about 4:00 
o'clock and began examining the ground to see if there were any signs that they 
had been around. Squirrels were quite plentiful and apparently had not been 
molested, as they paid little attention to me. One in varticmlar was burrowing 
. in the ground about 15 yards from me, so I nicked up a rock and threw it at hin. 
; He must have heard the rock coming, for he lifted his head just in time to have 
vill & head-on collision with the rock, and he rolled over dead as a mackerel. Know+ 
ad ing that my story would be disbelieved, I took the squirrel back with me for evi~ 
sly dence and proceeded further for turkey signs. 
sal "I came to a small cave running back into the rock as far as I could see 
a (about 20 feet) and being 4 feet in diameter. The entrance to this cave was by 
ae Means of a narrow ledge, not more than two feet wide, and as I stepped on this 
‘ ledge trying to peer into the cave, I noticed a slight movement on the side of 
pare ny foot and looked down to see a full grown tattles snake. Fortunately, he was 
4 not coiled, but he was within a foot of my feet and I ditn'+t have room to point 
the the gun at him, so I backed off a few feet and shot his head off, and added his 
5087 ~471-— V-6218, A.C. 
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rattles.to my collection of evidence to take back with me to the camp. The 
rattles are still in my possession, fourteen in mumber, in case of any inquiries, 

"I then proceeded a little further and locatcd the turkey signs I had been 
looking for, and sat dow to await their arrival. At last they flew in, about 
100 yards up the draw from me, and I waited until it was almost dark. Moving 
slowly, I managed to get under them and by moonlight was able to shoot the lar- 
gest gobbler's head off. (Corresvondent's note; An inspection of the calendar 
reveels that there was no moon scheduled at the time this incident was sup »osed 
to have taken place). As my collection of evidence was by this time one which 
I considered sufficient, I made tracks for my car and, while driving to the 
ranch house, was surprised to see what I thought was a small dog cross the road, 
in front of my car. However, being naturally a ouick thinker, it occurred to 
me about that time that there were no dogs in that part of the country and that 
this was probably a fax (about the most destructive vermin to turkeys that Mr. 
Feterson has to contend with) so I ups with my trusty 16 gauge gun and made him 
a present of a charge of number two shot, added his carcass to my collection and 
came into camp. : 

"Having told my story, I then informed them that I was ready to hear their 
story on a competitive basis, to which they very generously replied that even 
though such instances were rare, that this was probably one exceé»tion in which 

the first liar won by a complete majority." 
This is Lieut. Bartron's story and he says he will stick to it. 


——e 


The ~heasant is a gallinaceous bird - the dictionary says so. It is also 
numerous, brilliantly colored, native to Asia but widely bred elsewhere. 
Fatterson Field is a habitat, for instance. Several of the Wright Field officers 
had been suspecting for some time that it was too flourishing a habitat in a 
depression year; that the pheasants were having altogether too easy a time of it, 
So when November 15th rolled around, marizing the opening of the hanting season, 
guns were brought forth and cleaned, fire-arm chos visited, wives instructed to 
withhold all meat and fowl buying, and neighbors whose »yoor husbands didn't hunt 
were consoled with vague but havpy promises foretelling good eating and cheer. 

It was not made clear to the writer just where the pheasants fell down on 
the job. Perhaps, birds not being the most completely intelligent of our lower 
forms of life - Fabre and Maeterlinck were never inspired by them for instance 
as by bees ~ the pheasants didn't realize the advantageous possibilities of 
Patterson Field for their own domestic purposes. Or perhans they did realize 
those advantages but wouldn't drop when shot. For they must havo been hit! Shots 
rang out all those ten days from November 15th +o 25th. Such marksmen as Major 
Coleman, Lieuts. Cook, Caldwell, Martenstein, Powers and Corkille were afield. 
But so contrary were those gallinaceous birds that Lieuts. Martenstein and Fowers, 
after tramping all day, came home with one bird between them. Whose gun ‘coaxed 
it down is another of those mysteries that the world rolls on without solving. 
And that was better luck than many others could boast of who tramped desperately 
through the lush grass and svamps day after day, from dawn to dusk, aiming high 
and low. Lieut. Caldwell brought one home, but they do say it was Jehnnie 
Corkille's shot and he just let Charlie pick it up. ‘The truth is they both shot 
at it; but gossip is a malicious thing. 

Oh, yes, for all the effect the hunting season had, pheasants may be well 
and widely bred birds at Patterson Field for another year. . 


-—-— ee 


Selfridge Field wandering towards the Northern Fenincula in search of the elusive 
buck. Included amongst these famous hunters were Capt. A.B. Ballard, Lieuts. Hart 
A. Johnson, H.T. McCormick, H.H. VanAuken, G.F. McGuire and J.V. Crabb. ‘They ar- 
rived at Gladstone, Mich., late on the 14th of November, efter pushing and pullin 
through the mud holes of an umsed log road. Everybody was tired but hungry and 
managed to eat a big meal and get read, for the ezrly morning hunting.. On the 
first day, Lieut. Johnson distinguished himself by getting lost in a swamp. ‘he 
rest of the party took a vote and decided to hunt him and bring him home, since he 
rad the keys to his car. The Skipper, of course, claims that if the sun had not 
gone down he would have returned home okey. 

The boys brought home one nine-point buck, but had to admit that one of the 
other men in the party shot him. It was a tough break, but next year, perhaps: 
better luck. 
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THE LIBRARY OF THE MATERIEL DIVISION,AIR CORPS 
By Hope Thomas, Librarian 








The Library at the Materiel Division, Air Corps, is 



























es, Ne} Y erin usually termed an "aeroneutical" library, 

n C) es but few people séem to realize how 

: J ted4as YW ESS £2 ; = comprehensive that expression is. 

lagias TS ase ——S f At least, if some -of the requests 

- i = LO for information are any indication; 

ir many of them ask for "all you have on aeronautics," and others, who are more 

da | specific, for "everything you have on all types of airplanes." These requests, 

L of course, cannot be filled until more definite information is furnished as to 
what is really wanted. iy fat 

id, 9. However, as the Library is. primarily for the use of the engineers at Wright 
‘Field, it necessarily covers a great many subjects. Among the 6,500 volumes, 

it | one will find. books on mathematics, mechanics, physics, chemistry, engineering 

| materials, engines, electricity,: radio, meteorology, and navigation, as well as 

Lm those which fall under the direct classification of aeronautics. In addition, 

and there is a patent and law library. © Z 

Books are not a reliable source of information about new developments, as 

al aeronautics is a fast growing science. For reference and study cf past perform- 

| ances, books are indispensable, and all new books on technical aspects of aero- 

° nautics are promptly added to the library. ‘The most important data, however, 
are contained-in the document files which comprise over forty. thousand pamphlets 
and documents, each one of. which is indexed under its subject, with such. cross 
references as are desirable. These files contain reports on all test and devel-. . 
opment work of the Air Corps, reports from other engineering laboratories, maim- 

0 facturers! handbooks, and reports from all cver the world which are sent in by 
the military attaches. ‘The majority of these reports describe specific tests, 

cere are very definite in character, and do not cover a subject in a general vay. 

ated They reoresent, of course, the latest data available on a subject, with informa- 

it, tion still too new to be found in books or magazines. Tcchnical reports are es- 

n, pecially valuable, as they are written by men who are specialists in their sub- 

_ to jects and afford authoritative information. 

ant The library subscribes to about one hundred technical magazines, thirty of 

* which are foreign. These magazines are bound at the end of the year and kept 

n for reference. A-card index’ is kept of the most impertant articles in magazines 

er not listed in the Industrial Arts and Mn;jineering Indexes. 

e Twice a week a list of new documents and books is issued. These lists are 


sent to aircraft manufacturers, aeronautical societies, colleges and universi- 
ties maintaining an aeronautical course, as well as to other governmental 
hots agencies. 


} 
; 


or An important source of information is the photographic file, which comprises 
Le 42,485 negatives, 2,787 lantern slides, and a large mumber of motion pictures. 
wers, These photographs afford a complete record of the engineering work of the Air 
ed Corps for the past thirteen years. | 
3 Although the library at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, is maintained 
ely primarily for engineers cf the Air Corps, its policy is to cooperate with all 
eh whe are interested in aeronautics. A great many manufacturers, universities, 

and individuals make use of the facilities offered. Documents are loaned outside 
shot the Division for a period of two weeks, if a duplicate copy is available. Others 

may be consulted in the library. All inquiries are promptly answered... 
L ---o000--- -° 
LIGHTER-THAI-LAIR ACTIVITIES AT SCOTT FIELD 
‘rom 
ve Airship flying at Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., was somewhat restricted 
, Barry lately due to weather and. the fact that only one ship is set up. Plans to‘in-~ 
7 are crease the number of ships in commission will take effect late in the winter with 
Presi whe setting up of an E type. bag to which will be suspended an incloded cabin. 
ul. Lin, this cabin will be attached to the bag by internal suspension, the first time this 
and type of suspension has been used by the Air Coros. ‘The ship will be powered with 
ne two Lembert motors, which are rated at about 70 h.p. each. ‘The capacity of this 
The ship will be about 90,000 cubic feet, which is less than half the size of the TC 
nce he “ype which is the type of airship now in use, and normally carries about four 
aot passengers, % is ” 

_, Upon completing the set-up of ‘this ship, an.A type airship will be put to- 
the yond This ship has a capacity of about 135,000 cubic feet, and it is expected 
ave it in commission about May. 

pS, ~473- V~6218, A.C. 





mee e 











WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: To-.Office of the Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. - 
Captain Charles M. Savage,.from Rockwell Field, Calif. 

To Kelly Field, Texas: Captain Auby C. Strickland, from Hawaiian Dept. 

To Chanute Field, Ill.: Captain Otto ¢. wruuk, from Panama Department. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.:; lst Lieut. Donald B. Phillips, from Philippines. 

To Phili»pines: lst Lieut. Wm. D. Old, from Kelly Field, effective 25-32 

To Panama: lst Lieut. Harvey L. Boyden, Kelly Field, sailing March 10,1922, 

To Hawaii: Capt. Benj. B. Cassidy, March Field, sailing March 12, 1932. 

To Maxwell Field, Alu.: Is€ Lieut. Kenneth C. McGregor, Middletown Air Deyot, 

To Dayton, 0.: Captain Hugh A. Bivins, from Fairfield Air Depot, for duty 
as Technical Supervisor in the Fairfield Air Depot Supply Control Area. 

To Walter Reed General Hospital, Wash. D.C.: Captain Clarence B. Lober, 
Akron, Ohio, for observation and treatment. 

DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieut. Herbert C. Gibner, Jr., Field Artty, 
and to Randolph Field, Texas, March 1,1932, for flying training. 

RELIEVED FROM DETAIL TO THE AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieuts.Hlmer L. Thompson and 
Wm H. Isbell, Jr., to Field Artillery, 2nd Division, Fts Sam Houston, Texas; 
end Lieut. Charles E. Frederick to 13th Infantry, Fort Adems. . , R.I.; 2nd 
Lieut. Frederick T. Berg to the 62rd Coast Artillery, Fort Totten, N.Y. 

PROMOTIONS: Captain Wm. E. Lynd to Major, rank Dec. 1, 1931; To Captain: 
ist Lieut. Bnil C. Kiel, rank Nov. 25, 1931; lst Lieuts. Harold L. George, Lewis 
A. Dayton, Younger A. Pitts, Howard Z. Bogert, Benjamin F. Griffin, Ward F. 
Robinson, rank Dec. 1, 1931. 

RESIGNATIONS: Cavtain Clarence Edward Shankle; 2nd Lieut. Allen Joslyn © 
Mickle. 

RETIREMONT: 1st Lieut. Eurnie R. Dallas, Dec. 31, 1931, with rank of 
Captain, for disability incident to the. service. 

---000~-— 









































NEW BARRACKS FOR 23rd BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON 


The War Devartment, having approved tc constructicn of new barracks for 
the 2srd Bombardment Squadron at Iuke Field, T.H., concrete was poured for the 
foundations recently, marking the inauguration of that organization's plan for 
a new area to replace the one totally destroyed by fire on June 15th. The Con- 
structing Quartermaster, Captain J.E. Underwood, will disburse $13,030.00, au- 
thorized for material for %:0 16 bildings to be erected. 

The 13 sets of enlisted men's quarters will represent an innovation in Amy 
housing. Each will be 16 x 22 feet. and accommodate eight men. A large struc- 
ture, 30 x 157 feet, will contain the kitchen, squadron mess, noncommissioned 
officers' mess, N.C.0O. Club, while in an addec. 221, 24 x 140 feet, will be ouar- 
tered senior non-coms. Headquarters building will be combined under one roof 
with supply, reading, and billiard rooms, occupying an area 40 x 127 feet. All 
construction will be frame on concrete foundations. Liberal use of wire netting 
in lieu of walls will be made. 

As assistant to the Constructing Quartermaster, the Squadron Commander, 1s? 
Lieut. John W. Warren, has his.First Sergeant, John P. Grimme. It is planned to 
occupy the new barracks by Christmas. 

---000--- 


Candtain Frank M. Hawks was a visitor at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, recently, 
arriving in his famous Travelair, the record-breaker of many standing marks in 
the United States, Canada and Europe. Captain Hawks served under General Pratt 
during the World War and was his guest while at the field. He was on his way 
from Wichita to New York. 

---000--- 

After months of talks and rumors, the famous American Clipper, the 42-passelr 
ger Sikorsky of the Pan-American Airways, became a reality when she came in to 
@ landing at Floks River. Althow:h Colonel Lindbergh remained at Barranquilla, 
‘ Colombia, Mr. Sikorsky, the designer, accé’* :ied the ship to the Canal Zone. 
He was the guest of numerous civilian organizations in the Canal Zone. Mr. 
Sikorsky called on the. Commanding Officer of France Field, where many of the 
Air Corps officers had the pleasure of meeting him. 
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“AN APPROPRIATE CHRISTMAS GIPT ak 


Among’ thé numerous veindiiie received ie the Information Division for 
photographs and data on aviation, and which are always cheerfully complied 
with as far as possible, perhaps none afforded the genuine appeal than the 
one received just recently from Herbert Jensen, of Dloomington, Ill. 















In his letter he stated t he desired to give to his uncle, 
Lieut. Akmer Jensen, a scale model of the plane he flew during 
the World War for a Christmas present, and reouested "any in- 
formation you may have on the .. lwceowe est) D.H. 4 Observation planes used 
by the 8th Aero Scuadron of the R.F.C. in regard to insignia on 
wings, fuselage, color design, etc. 

The young man was given the data requested and, in ad~ 
dition, a photograph of a certificate bearing the in- 
signia of the 8th Aero Squad ron, the signatures of the 
pilots and observers attached to the organization, a list 
of the personnel killed and missing,’ and a letter from Major C.P. 
Summerall, Commanding General of the First Division, American Expeditionary 
Forces, France, September 15, 1918. This letter was addressed to the Command- 
ing Officer of the 8th Aero Squadron, and reads as follows: 

"I desire to express formally and in writing my thanks for the val-~ 
. uable assistance rendered by the 8th Observation Squadron during the re- 
cent cffensive operations against the St. Mihiel Salient. 

Under most trying weather conditions the Squadron carried out with 
marked courage and devotion its mission, contributing materially to this 
brilliant success of American arms. 

To you and your fine command I desire to convey the thanks of the 
Division and myself." 

The signature of Lieut. Anken Jensen apvears among 57 odd vaghties of 
handwriting specimens appoaring on this certificate, also those of Captains 
Walter Bender and H.H. Young, the only members. of this efficient organization 
who are still in active service with the Air Corps. 

It is not known, of course, if Lieut. Jensen has in his possession a copy 
of the historical document above described. If he has not, the Christmas 
present of his young nephew will no doubt be a source of much surprise and 


“pleasure to him. 


~~~ 000--= 
TANGLE IN A CLOUD: 


While in the descent of a multiple »arachute jump for a motion picture 
news reel, recently, Sergeant Lev¥i.C.. Schneider and Sergeant Lloyd T. Burval 
exchanged greetings in a cloud and, deciding. that neither cared for the other's 
immediate company under the circumstances, parted after strenuous efforts, and 
meticulously avoided each other during the remainder of the descent. 

Five men jumped from the Chanute Field Transport at an altitude of 6500 
feet, for the puroose of permitting newsreel photographers to take motion pic~ 
tures of the five parachutes descending into clouds and emerging from the 
bottom of the cloud bank. The wind at that altitude was estimated at 50 miles 
an hour. Sergeant Schneider jumped third, after Sergeant Burval has preceded 
him as the second to jump. ‘he soldiers cleared the shi» properly and the 
parachutes functioned in a normal live opening. Their objective, a large white 
fleecy inviting cloud, about 1500 feet thick, lay 1000 feet below them and to 
one side. Intent upon —_— holes in the cloud with their feet, the two 
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jumpers, carefully watching their direction, slipped their chutes. Just as 
Sergeant Schneider was within nice kicking distance, about to release his 
risers and float into the cloud, he received one of life's thrills by suddenly 
finding one pair of army issue shoes directly in front of his nose. By the 
size and general contour of the shoes, he at once recognized his friend, Sgt. 
Burval, who. also had been intently navigating toward the cloud. Due to the 
high wind, the parachutes were oscillating violently, and before the two men 
had a chance to separate, Sst. Burval was throw thru Sgt. Schneider's shroud 
lines, his legs and body becoming entahgled by the cords which wrapped around 
him. Both chutes had by this time been allowed to open full, but Sergeant 
Schneider's chute was flattened on one side by the lines of the other chute, 
and he began to drop more rapidly, dragging Sst. Burval with him, the tanzle 
becoming more severe. 

As this happened, a hole was torn thru one panel of Schneider's parachute, 
causing it to fall still faster. Both had reached their objective together, 
They were in the center of the millty white cloud, and each violently wished 
that he or the other were somewhere else. 

By what is considered exceptional headwork and methodical skill in this 
emergency, Sgt. Burval, jammed against the torn canopy of Sgt. Schneider's 
parachute, with many silk lines around his legs, while both chutes were oscil- 
lating wildly in the center of a white soupy cloud, with assistance from 
Schneider as far as possible, held the shrouds out from him and slowly disen- 
tangled himself. Finally he was free and swung away. But before they could 
effectively senarate, they were again thrown together in oscillatien, but this 
time freed himself more easily and again was free. 

By this time each man was tired of the sight of the »ther, longed to get 
cut of that cloud where such aerial combat was unfair, and,deciding that if he 
never saw the other again it would be too soon, each took inmediate steps to 
hunt some other portion of the atmosphere. Burval slipped one way, while 
Schneider with his torn chute fell away rapidly, slipping out of the cloud in 
another direction. Burval dropped 500 feet below Schneider, who decided that 
there was no disgrace in remaining somewhat higher. Both then made normal 
descents, drifting about ten miles from their starting point and, from the 
latest information at hand, they are still friends. 

- PROF WASH, Chanute Field. 
~---000——— 


MORE "DOPS" ON RANDOLPH FIELD, TEXAS 


Landing Area: Kept in condition by a battery of multiple-unit tractor- 
drawn fairway mowing machines. Probably the best kept and largest Bermuda grass 
lawn in the country. Boundary lights around the field, and on inner side of the | 
field are the hangars lighted up. 

A zoroach: From the highway on the North. The gate house group is also of 
the Spanish type and is flanked by rows of pines and cedars. From here a two- 
road parkway runs south across one side of the landing area until it reaches the 
building group where it meets the Administration Building, which faces north. In 
front of the gate-house group, there are a pair of aeronautical Air Corps Insig- 
nia worked out in flowers and colored plants. At the Administration Building 
the insignia layout is repeated with the large letters spelling "Randolph Field.’ 

Boulevard: Encircles the major portion of the tilding area, with native 
trees and shrubs lining it. . 

Recreation facilities: On the Bast side of the milding area is the Main 
Athletic Field. Facing it is the Gymnasium. The enlisted men's swi:ming pool 
is between their barracks, also on the east side of the milding area, and 
around this swimming pool is an open air theatre with a seating capacity for 
1500. ‘There are three swimming: pools in all, and there may be still another for 
commissioned and noncommissioned officers and their families. These pools act 
as reservoirs for the sprinkling and fire-fighting systems on the post. They 
have sub-aqueous illumination for night use. In fact, the primary wurpose of 
these pools was originally as reservoirs, witn their construction adapted to 
make them suitable for swimming pools. 

Nursery: An 18-acre tract at one corner of the field was used to trans- 
plant all native plants on the original field which were worth saving. It is 
now set aside as a reservation wherein trees and shrubs are cultivated for 
veautifying the field. 

Barracks: In general, the barracks are finished similar to the quarters. 
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NOTES FROM ATR CORFS FIELDS 


Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., December lst. 





The flying of the Tactical School has been severely hampered by heavy haze 
caused by numerous forest fires in Alabama and neighboring States. In common 
with the air mail and other commercial flying activities, ships were left in 
the hangars while students devoted their attention to what General A should do. 

Maxwell Field is indulging in congratulations on that rarest happening on 
Air Corps posts ~- promotions. First Lieut. W.R. Peck was promoted to the grade 
of Captain, and Capt. Will Gonch, QMC, was promoted to the grade of Major. Ap- 
propriate ceremonies commemorated each event, but no amount cf ceremony can ac- 
custom Peck to his new dignity. Not so with the Quartermaster. 

Maxwell Field is rapidly becoming accustomed to being inspected by digni- 
taries. It was honored recently by an inspection by Hon, W. Frank James, M.C., 
Chairman ef the Committee on Military Affairs, House of Representatives. Mr. 
James expressed great interest in the program of construction, and in a press 
interview sponsored the establishment cf a Squadron Officers! Course as a part 
of the curriculum of the Tactical School. This matter also has the intense 
interest of Mr. Lister Hill, Member of Congres from this district, and from 
press expressions it would appear that the convening Congress will receive 
bills destined to make the new ccurse an actuality. 

Maxwell Field was also visited by Major-General Robert U. Patterson, Surgeon 
General, and Major-General Stephen Fuqua, Chief of Infantry. Both officers ex- 
pressed great interest in the development of the Tactical School. 

Another inspection of a totally different kind was made by Major Junius WV. 
Jones, of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. The results of this last 
inspection will probably be received with great interest by certain gentlemen 
on the staff. 

The personnel of Maxwell Field suppvorted the drive for funds of the local 
Red Cross and Associated Charities to the tune of approximately $1,200. 

A very interesting and instructive lecture on Aerial Navigation was given 
the Fost by Lieut.-Commander F.V.H. Weems, USN. Fortunately for our embryo 
navigators, poor flying conditions have prevented any attempts at practical ap- 
plication of this lecture. 

The equitation class of the school ccntinues practice as well as disgusted 
horsemen. The former swell the ranks of the Hunt Club on their Sunday rides, to 
the derision of the latter. The foregoing is almost equally true of the Ladies' 
Riding Class. 

Armistice Day and Thanksgiving were observed in the customary Air Corps 
manner. 


Scott Field, Belleville, I11., December 9th. 





Against. keen competition, which included both American and Canadian birds, 
Scott Field homing pigeons made an excellent cleanup of awards at the Chicago 
Pigeon Show from December lst to 6th. 

Tleut.-Colonel John A. Paegelow, post commander, who personally pays all 
the expenses of entering and shipping the birds, entered 14 pigeons in this 
show, and the final results showed eight firsts, five seconds and one fourth. 

The premier prize in the homer class, a cup for the best homer in the show, was 
captured by "Colonel John A. Paegelew," the bird which won the same prize in the 
National Show lest year. Another crack Scott Field bird, "General Frank Parker," 
took top honors in the class for 1931 birds. 

Staff Sgt. Max Bronkhurst, Scott Field »igeoneer, sent many of the Chicago 
prize winners t» the Cairo, Illinois, Show, which opened on December 9th, and 
expects to see the birds capture a big portion of the homer awards. From the 
showing made at Chicago, he also has high hopes for the Scott Field entries in 
the National Show at Louisville, Ky., in January. The National Show will complet 
the schedule ef showings for the season. 





Mather Field,Mills, Calif., November 27th. 


The Communications Officer at Mather Field claims to have found a new one 
to add to the list of thousand and one things that may go wrong with his G.I. 
radio transmitter. It seems that on a recent bright morning, with outgoing mes- 
Sages piled high on the operator's desk and the dits and dots stringing through 
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the ether in proper and rapid sequence, the transmitter suddenly quit - fimally 
and completely. A check revealed a short condenser. It was replaced. ‘The 
operator essayed to test his transmitter. "Click" and another condenser was 
shot. , e EO 
"Ah, hai"says the overator, "I smell a rat." “And he did! A mouse, curious 
as to why all the electric lights were left turning in the daytime, had crawled 
into the set and with his body shorted the current in the key leads. Now-he is 
gone but not: forgotten. very time the transmitter is used, the radio room is 
freshly charged with an odor of frying rat. Very anpetizing. 

The inter-squadron basketball league at Mather Field developed: a very in 
teresting series of games. To date, with three games behind each of the four 
teams, the 55th Squadron's outfit, with Lieut. H.4. Berger as coach, has a de- 
cided edge, having won three out of three, and by high soores. 

Regarding the high (end very cold) winds cf the past. week, several of the 
bachelor officers claim to have run a series of. wind tunnel tests in the halls 
of their ‘quarters, with all the doors and windows shut. 





Pattersch Field, Fairfield, Ohie, November 25th. 


Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding. Officer, ferried a F-l12C to Maxwell Field on 
November 20th, this plane having been overhauled at this station. While.at. 
Maxwell, Major Sneed conferred with the Commanding Officer regarding the. coordi- 
nating of matters to be discussed at the Ingineering-Supply SonPananye scheduled 
for December Ist to 4th. 

"Visitors at this station during the past two weeks included Captain Connell, 
Chanute Field, Nov. 9th, ferrying a BIC for major overhaul, returning the same 


day ferrying a'YFl to his home station -- Eight.civilian pilots in commercial 
planes Nov. 10th, enroute on cross-country missions -- Ceptain Herold, Lambert: 
Field, Nov. 12th, ferrying a BI-l for major overhaul -- Lieut. Shanahan, »ilot, 
and Captain Dunn, passenger, Middletowm Air Deot, Nov. 13th -- Majors ‘Brett, 
Brower, Lieyts. Lowry, Heiman, Sillin and Mclaughlin,, Selfridge Field, Nov. 13, 
ferrying Pursuit ‘lanes for major overhauls ~~ Lieut. Walthal, Bolling Field; 


Lieuts. Veigel and Hart, Iunken Airvort, and Set. Swisher, Chanute Field, Nov. 
16th, ferrying planes for major overhaul at this station ~- Lieut. Horn, Nov.. 
17th, ferrying an 0O2-H for major overhaul -- Lieuts. Bradley and Todd, Selfridge 
Field, Nov. 19th, ferrying F-12 and QA1B, res»ectively, for major overhaul. 

The Engineering Department during October performec major overhauls an 18 
airplanes’ and “47 eng cines, and minor overhauls on 31 planes and 28 engines. ~~: 

Lieut. R.L. Williamson, pilot, and lir. Merkling, mechanic, flew to Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio, lov. 25th to make necessary repairs to an 0-25A plane, flown by ° 
Lieut. Sparhawk, of Chamte Field, which was forced down: due to engine failure. 

“Lieut. C.S: Irvine drove to Battle Creek, Mich., where he entered the 
hospital and submitted to a gangrenous anoendicitis epaancal He is ‘eonvaleso- 
ing very nicely at this writing 

Lieut. F.M. Zétgler, vilot, and Lt. Col. L. B. Gcodior, _ ’ “passenger, Fler 
t2 Woostor, Chio, Nov. 23rd to obtain shrubbery in connection with the nursery 
which is to be started at this station. 

Lieut. G.V. McPike, pilot, and Mr. L.M. Hill, passenger, made a cross- 
couniry flight to Iunken Airport November 5th. 

‘Tieut. Melvin B. Asp ferried frem Wright Field to Crissy. Field on. November. 
5th a Bl-2B plane, and ferried an 0-254 on his return journey, having as his - 
passenger Mr. Albert de Olarrio, Represen tative of the Rewublic of Panama. Con- 
sular Service of the United States, whe medea good-will tour of various. Consular 
Fosts en route. Lieut. As» took the northern route . out - Dayton, Qnaha, Cheyenne, 


Salt Lake City, Reno and’San #¥rancisco, and the southern route back--. San 


Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, ‘Ricson, EL Faso, San Antonio and Dayton. The 

trip from San Antonio to Dayton was made in one day - 9 re Sea 50 minutes. 
Lieut. D/R. Goodrich, pilot, and Major M.C. Grow, passenger, flew to Battle 

Creek, Mich., Nov. 2nd to visit. Lieut. C.S. Irvine, a thane yo patient there. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, December §th. 


Although the past few weeks at France Field were not crowded. with events of 
general interest, a few have occurred of a nature which will interest former mer 
bers of. the Post now on active duty. in the States. 

With the dry season "just around the corner," the weather has been such that 
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to speak of it as being vet would be entirely inadeqmate. slightly more than 
18.1 inches of rain fell during the veriod from November lst to 16th, so one 
may safely assume that the flying program here was fairly well shot to vieces. 

Only two cross-country flights of any importance occurred during the past 
month and a half, and both missions were carried out successfully. One of the 
missions was from Langley Field, Va., for the wroose of ferrying three BoA 
Bombers to the Canal Zone. Headed by Major L.G. Heffernan, Captains R.N.Ott, 
R.B. Knapp, and Lieuts. L.D. Fredericks and J.G. O'Neal made the trip. Good 
weather was exverienced until the flight reached Costa Rica, where storms pre- 
vented them from reaching San Jose. A forced landing was made at Punta Arenas. 
Every courtesy was extended to the pilots by the countries cver which the flight 
passed, and the utmost cooperation was tendered by the Pan-American Airways 
through services rendered at their various landing fields. The pilots discover- 
ed many inaccuracies in the maps that were used, and it has been suggested that 
all pilots flying this route report their observations so that the maps may be 
corrected. 

A good-will flight that reached international provortions was made on 
November 17th, when Major L.E. Brereton and Lieut. E.E. Partridge took off in 
an Army Sikors.cyy for a tour of cavitals of Central American Republics. Accom 
panying them were Col. Fred D. Cruse, retiring Military Attache with headqar- 
ters at San Jose, Costa Rica; and Major A.R. Harris, who will succeed Colonel 
Cruse. The trip was highly successful and stops were made at San Jose, Costa 
Rica; Guatemala City, Guatemala; San Salvador, Salvador; Managua, Nicaragua; 
Tapachula, Mexico; and Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 


Mitéhel Field, L.I., New York, December 13th. 





Mitchel Field has been pretty much in the doldrums lately as a result of 
the bad weather curtailing cur flying. ‘There have been just two breaks in the 
monotony of a rather humdrum existence. The first caused a good deal of ex~ 
citement momentarily but didn't last long and ended very peacefully. Three 
general .risoners attacked their guard and, after knocking him down and taking 
his gun, escaped from the Post. They were retaken very shortly, however, by 
the guard which had immediately turned out. In fact, they were retaken before 
the majority of persons at Mitchel Field realized what the alarm was about. So 
the brief flurry of excitement subsided and we returned to our occupation of 
berating the weather and sulking. 

The ether event was more interesting and has served to brighten up the 
week end for us. I mean the Army-Navy football game here in New York. Most of 
Mitchel Field and their guests turned owt for the game, and a good time was had 
by all except the Navy. Several officers came wo from Langley Field for the 
game - and what a game it was! From all we can gather, their trip certainly 
was worth while, even if it was just for the entertainment that was supplied 
at the Astor Hotel after the game. The weather was rather bad on Sunday, and 
we had hoped that they'd have to stay a day or two longer, but it seems Nev 
York was too much for them and they wanted to get home. Again we sink back 
into our lethargy at least until the Christmas Holidays. 

Several dances had been vlanned for the period, but at the last Officers’ 


.Call a unanimous vote caused the entertainment committee to change its plans 


and put all its eggs in one basket. Present plans call for a colossal party 
on New Year's Eve, and we're all looking forward to it with much gusto. 


Boston Airport, Boston, Mass., December lst. 





Hollywood will have to look to its laurels! With Captain Josewh A.Wilson 
as director and Lieut. Rohrback, of Bridgeport, Conn., as staff photographer, a 
movie was made recently at the Boston Airport. The "atmosphere" was proviced 
by nearly all the Reserves who fly from Boston during the year, and the story - 
well, we won't go into that. | 


Scenes were made on the ground and in the air; comedy and pathos were in- 
jected into the film, and in all a fine ‘icture was produced. At a scre:ning 
h ld in Captain Wilson's quart rs, it is und rstood that th film was a big 
succ:ss. This pvr viow was hold in accordance: with "Hollywood" ritual. Tho 
film will now bo roloased gonorally in all »varts of - well, it is to bo shown 
at our noxt rogular moecting of the Air Rescrves Association. 

Licut. Glenn C. Salisbury is giving intonsivo training to the Reserves in 
close formation flying. When wo say closc, wo mean CLOSE. lEvory Saturday, 
when most of the gang is at the airport, Licut. Salisbury takes different pilots 
out for half hour training periods. With Lieut. Salisbury leading, and usually 
Lieut. Hixson (formerly of Selfridge Field but now studying at M.1.T.) on the 
right, a Reserve Officer is placed on the left. Various formation maneuvers are 
in order, and if the officer hugs the leader's ship very closcly throughout, he 
has passed his test. If not, Lieut. “alistwry has him up for another workout 


at a later date. 


It is evident that Lieut. Salisbury, who is in charge of Reserve activities 
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and training, belicves in real training, and the boys are enjoying the workouts, 

Récent formations have been sent over various affairs of military nature, 
includin;:; the. recent unveiling of a monument in Amesbury, Mass. Capt. Joseph 
Wilson lec the formation to his home city, with Lieut. Griffin as passenger. In 
the other ships were Lieuts. eed Tanner with Sgt. Breen, 0.P. Pierson with Jos. 
A'Hearn, C.. Parker with Edwerd Newhall and "Mike" Harlow with Meyers as passenger 

The grief of the Reserves on learning thet the PI+1's are to be dismantled 
and presented to accredited schoois or colleges for ground school purposes was 
surprising to note. Several of the officers were seen to bury their heads in 
their hands, aud their shoulders heaved and heaved. It was rather doubtful 
whether the heaves were from laughter or tears. We leave that to your imagina- 
tion. We would like to see a courle of those FT-6A ships, as we understand that 
these "Fleet's" are nice jobs, t+ we are perfectly satisfied with the FI-S and 
01-E jobs we have. 


Hors. 18th Comr0site Wing, Fort Shafter, T.H., December lst. 





Upon asseming command of the Haweiian Department, one of the first inspec- 
tions made by Major-General Briant H. Wells was that of the Fifth Composite 
Group at Iuxe Fielc. Airplanes and flying personnel and equipment at Iuke Field 
were inspected, the General being accomnoanied by Lieut.-Col. Gerald C. Brant, 
Wing Commander, and Major Mexwell Kirby, commanding the Fifth Composite Group. 
The General was greeted by a 1ld-gun salute. Following the inspection, 18. planes 
flew in a review formation by scuadrons. 

Fifth Comoeite Group, Iuke Field, T.H.; Flying training for the month 
consistec of formation, nicht, cross-country, commnication and instrument fly-. 
ing,. aerial photography, aerial bombing, camera obscura, aerial reconnaissance, 
aerial navigation and manetivers in conjunction with other branches of the ser- 
vice. 





On Oct. 16th, the Sikorsky airplane from thie station, with end Lieut. rearl 
H. Robey, pilot; Pvt. lst Cl. Charles F. Bibbs, Crew Chief; and Pvt. Morley S. 
Roberts, Radio Qnerator, also, as passengers, Major J.H. Brooks, Medical Corps, 
and Mr. A. Mullen,’ civilian contractor, madi an airvays flight to Port Allen, 
Kauai, the purxose.beinz to inspect the installation of service tanks at the 
Airport at that place. 

The Derartm nt Comaander, eae ek | zriant H. Wells, made a ceneral in- 
spection of this Group Oct. 23rd. 

The 23rd Somvardment Squatron and the 4th Obs. Squadron are tied for first 
honors in the inter-squadron Basketbell Leacue, each with two wins and one loss. 
Lieut. Pryce, coach of the Bas!:etball Team of the 23rd Sqdn., is trying to keep 
his.team on top, Lieut. Boyd caused the wpset of the season rhen he led the 
7end Bombardment Smadron team to a win over the strong 23rd team, 

Boxing ‘started off with a bang under the direction of Lieut. Thompson, the 
Post soxinzs Coach. Results of the first smoker, held Oct. 28th, were as follows: 

25rd Bombarduent, 60 points; 72nd Bombardment, 50; 4th, 50th and 65th Obs. 
Squadrons, 40, 20 and 15 points, res.ectively. Fvt. Mitchell, of the 50th Obs. 
Sqdn., a recent arrival from Ft. Benning, Ga., was the star knuckle duster. 

On October 21st, the Field was treated to an exhibition of super wrestling, 
at which time "Al" Karasik met and defeated "Ball" Montana. ‘The groan and grunt 
struggle was very interes ting. | : 

The Field Volleyball Team is leading the Sector League with 3 games won and 
none lost. Remaining games are vith Forts Kamehameha, DeRussy, Shafter and 
Armstrong. 

Captain Ulysses: G.: Jones, formerly Commander of the 50th Observation Squad~- 
ron, devarted Oct. 24th for his new station. Upon the departure of the CHATEAU 
THIERRY, which also carried Cavt. John P, Temple, both were given a final fare- 
well and "Aloha." . | 

Captain and Mrs. Carl. F. Greene and lst Tieut. Charles G. Brenneman were 
recent arrivals here. Cept. Greene was attached to the Hawaiian Air pene and 
Lieut. Brenneman to the 50th Observation Squadron, 

On Oct. loth, the 4th Observation Squadron revurned from Waimanalo, yhere 
they had been: for Field Training. ' “hile there, the Squadron was en, gaged ina. 
heavy and extensive schedule’ in aerial gunnery on ground targets, low altitude 
bombing and radio commmications. several officers participated in aerial gun- 
nery end bombing, and the official scores.showed Lieut. G.. Peterson as hich 
man with a score of 643, in Event I. Lieut. D.D. FitzGerald, Squadron Commander, 
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was the best in Event IV, with a score of 504; and Lieut. D.Z. Zimmerman won 

the bombing with 148. The Souadron also participated in a night reconnaissance 
mission over Fearl Harbor for the jpurdose of locating transports or landing 
parties by the use of »yrotechnic illuminants and furnishing information there- 
by gained. Three planes of this Squadron took part in this mission, with Lieuts. 
Zimmerman, Ofsthun, Dodson, Rawlings and Peterson talking turns as pilots and ob- 
servers. The mission was performed in a very commendable fashion. 

We are sorry to announce that Lieut. and lirs. Donald %. Titus are ordered 
back to the mainland. The Hawaiian climate did not agree with Lieut. Titus,and 
he was forced to leave our midst. Lieut. Fay 0. Dice, who has been with us for 
just a few weelcs, was transferred to the 50th Observation Squadron. 

Hawaiian Air Depot, Iuke Field, T.H. ‘the Air Devot was the center of acti- 
vity during October. In addition to the routine duties of the various devart- 
ments, a general cleanup was inaugurated, which prevared for a tour of inspec- 
tion from the Commanding General, Hawaiian Department. Everything was painted 
and shined until every last vestige of dust and dirt had been removed, and when 
the General made his insnection every soot in all the shops vas immaculate. Of 
course, we were not exactly slovenly before the insnection, but there were cor- 
ners that had not seen light for some time. Such corners are a thing of the 
past, and everything was literally gone over with a fine tooth comb. 

The activity seemed contagious, and a svirit of neatness and cleanliness 
permeated the vhole Depot. Each section attempted to outdo the other, with the 
result that each was well nigh perfect. ‘There is some talk now among the civil- 
ian employees of getting the standard airport white jumpers for wear in the 
shops. They contemplate having the name of the organization, Ingineering Debdart- 
ment, H.A.D., sewed on the backs of the suits in red. This idea originated in 
the Inspection Department and is meeting with avproval all along the line. It 
is about the only thing that is needed to make our shops on a par, as far as ap- 
pearance goes, with the most ux-to-date and modern shops in the country. 

The Dope and Fabric Devartment, after a wait of four years, have at last 
started a dope storage building. The foundation has been laid and, using old. 
airplane crates, the construction of the building is going forward at once. The 
present Dope and Fabric building is badly infested with termites, and for the 
information of those on the Mainland who have never seen termites in action, we 
can say that they thrive on wood and frame buildings. Often it is impossible 
to tell that termites are at work until some rafter crumbles and it is discover- 
ed that the whole interior has been eaten away. All of the newer construction 
in the Islands is guarded against termite infestation in various ways, such as 
treating wood with creosote and raising all buildings on concrete bases. 

On October 16th, Lieut. P.H. Robey, Mr. D.L. McClelland and Mr. Charles 
Smith, of the Devot Supply, flew to the Island of Kauai to inspect servicing 
equipment at Tort Allen Landing Field. 

-The Machine Shop completed 61 jobs on work orders and about 180 on instruc- 
tion slips during the month. 

During October, the Final Assembly accomplished two major assemblies of BOA 
planes, two major overhauls of 0-19B planes, in addition to four minor overhauls. 

The Ingineering Department was intensely interested in the two-»vlace 
glider which was recently completed. Trial flights were made which proved very 
successful. News Letter report will be able to give some first hand accounts 
of the experiences of the test »vilot and the results of the tests. 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, December 12th. 





The first delivery of baskets to the needy by the Wright Field Sunshine Club 
for this season was made Nov. 2lst. The Club, composed of all Wright Field em- 
ployees who contribute to the Sunshine Fund (collections being taken up each 
Friday), donated baskets last year to an average of 35 families each week. This 
year the Committee hopes to help a greater riumber. Families are reported by 
Wright Field employees to Miss Lackner, the Field Nurse, who investigates the 
case anc sees. that help is given if the object is worthy. The baskets are made 
up for distribution at the Field and delivered each Saturday morning. The com- 
mittee in charge of this work.is made up of - Chauncey Jones, Chairman; 7.1. 
Cummings, Secretary and Treasurer; Hilda Laclmer, Investigation and visitation; 
G.E. Stoll, preparation of baskets; P.P. Welsh, delivery of baskets. 

Major J.J. Davis, Air Reserve, revorted for two weeks! active duty at 
Wright Field December 7th, and was assigned to Industrial War Plans Section. 
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Lieut. A.F. Hegenberger, i.. Bussdicker of the Legal Branch, and Newton 
Lumm of the. Instrument ‘Unit fler to Washington Nov. 16th for conference with 
the Bureau of Standards regarding research work on the induction compass. The 
Enzineerin;; School flew to Cincinnati in nine planes on Nov. 18th to visit sev- 
eral industrial concerns in that city in connection with their.school courses. 

Lt. J .F. Whitely visited. Burbank, Calif., to inspect the mock-up ‘of a new 
Lockheed ‘lane, going on to Rockwell Field to ferry a plane back to Wright Fld. 

Capt. A.W. Stevens, piloted by. Lt. J.F. Philips, took off for Crissy Field 
to photograph the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valley with a view to preparing 

navigation charts for these areas. In this work for the Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey, the Air Corps T-dA or five lens camera will be used. It is especially well 

‘adapted for this work because of the large angular field included in each 
photogranh. 

Cant..L.C. Hurd, Air Corps Revresentative at the Curtiss Co. plant , Buffalo, 
N.Y., and last year a student of the Ingineering School, Wright Field, arrived 
here Nov. 27th for a conference on contracts. 

Lieut. C.S. Thorpe and Major J.L. Hatcher, Ordnance Dent., flew to Bolling 
Field and Dahlgren, Va., for a conference on bomb sight developments on Novem- 
ber 10th. On the same day, Dr. S. M. Burka left for Rockwell Field for a stay 
of aznroximately six weelts to witness bomb sight tests at that station. 

Lt. C.D. McAllister and Capt. D.L. Bruner flew to Detroit Nov. 24th for a 
conference with General Motors Research Corp. regarding landing light reflectors. 
Present at the Supply-Engineering Conference on Dec. 2nd to hear Major 
Howard's address were Major Gerald Brower, Capt. Rowland Blessley and Lieut.. 

Harry Johnson, who flew in from Selfridge Field. 

Major G.H. Brett, Selfridge Field, vas a visitor here November 14th. 

Lt. E.C. Langmead and Lt. H.R.. Wells went to Buffalo Nov. 12th to ferry 
here two new primary training »vlanes from the plant of the Consolidated. Company. 

Capt. R.C. Moffatt left for Bolling Field Nov. 13th to ferry the C-4A to 
Wright Field. 

Lt. 2.S. Kenmer with R 5. eae Electrical Unit, flew to Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia and Teterboro ,: N.J:., and North Beach Airport for conference with 
steel contractors. 

Three representatives of .the Benant Heinkel veiaaammnanaiitins, Warnemunde , 
Germany, Richard if. Mock, Siegfried Genser and Willy.Swagert, were gneste at the 
Division on November 19th. 

Lieut. R.S. Heald left November 20th for a tour of various Ohio and Indiana 
cities in connection with procurement activities. 

Capts. J.G. Taylor, A.J. Lyon,: Lts. D.W. Watkins, J.A.Woodruff, W.G.Smith 
and A.R.Crawford visited the plants of the Eoeing and Douglas dorian’, Seattle, 
Wash., and Santa Monica, Calif., late in November to chee mock-ups of new 
airplanes. 

. Brigsadier~General H.C. Pratt left for Washington Sree elst for a con- 
ference with tho Chisf of the Air Corps. 

Lient. ©... Minty ferried: in a new Pursuit plane from the plant of the 
Vervilice Cor. vay to ere Field on November. 2lst. 

Capt. A.W. Venoman flew a YPI-11C to Randolph Field for service test, Lt. 
B.W. Chidlaw flying a second plane of the same type to the same station. 

R.E, Hoffman, Fower Flant Branch, traveled to ‘Laterson, N.J., to witness 
tests of engines at the pvlant.of the Vright Aeronautical Corporation. 

Master Sergeant David Samiran left the Field Nov. 21st for Denver, Colo. 
for a period of outdoor living and rest. He will be remembered for his excellent 
work in connection with the development of the fuel segregator which is proving 
“exceedingly useful equipment at the field and elsewhere. It is hoped his health 
will be completely restored bythe western sumsghine and good care. 

Lieut. R.J. Minty flew to New York to’ carry out tests on a Sperry automatic 
pilot installed in the C4A airplane and to take an automatic pilot, formerly in- 
stalled in the plane, to company headquarters for adjustment. 

Lieut. J.L. Davidson, a student of last year's Engineering School class, 
was transferred from the Armament Branch to the Technical Data Branch. He re- 
turned recently to Wright Field after a period of temporary duty in Washington. 

Cant. Bruce Hill left for New York Nov. 30th to’witness a demonstration of 
map contouring methods made by the Anerican Geological Society. 

ey Major L.A. Walton, former’ Assistant Chief of theEngineering Division at 
McCook Field; is at present. on temporary. duty’at Wright Field, and it is good to 
see hin. about among his old associates. On December 7th he flew to Washington 
for a conference with .the Chief of the dir, Corps. . 
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On Thanksgiving morning the Selfridge Football Team 
- wound u» its season by defeating the Oak Cleaners of Royal 
Oak, Mich., 62-0. Last year this team was runner up in 
the Detroit Industrial Semi-Pro League, and this fall had 
already defeated last year's chammions. However, Selfridge 
outplayed the visitors and had little difficulty in stoxing 
their attack. 
wis The first score was made on the ovening kick-off, 
Pa which Saums ran back for a touchdom. Soderstrom kicked 
y 2 the extra »oint. Early in the second quarter, Tatham 
wet scored on a pass, but missed the extra point. In the same 
quarter, Saums, receiving the ball on his 40-yard line, 
started a tricky run down the field, and after reversing his 
run three times, crossed the goal line. strohS°Ts the third 
quarter and early in the 4th Berger completed a »ass for a 
touchdown. 

The Selfridge Football’ season was com>leted with six 
victories and one defeat. Victories were scored against the 
Merine City Merchants, 12-6; Scott Field, 6-0; Port Huron 
Merchants, 32-20; Fenten Athletic Club, 44-0; Michigan Avenue 
Merchants, 29-0 and Oal Cleaners, 34-0. The lone defeat was 
sustained at the hands of the University of Detroit Freshmen, 
Q-12. 





---000--— 
ie Chamite Field defeated Scott. Field in a hard fought 
pay’ battle on November 29th on a maddy, slinzery field, by thé score of 
Ka 7-5. This is the first time in history that Chamute has ever beaten 
er Scott. The touchdown was made in the final period when Chanute 


blocked a kick which rolled back over the goal and was recovered by Joe 
Stinchcomb after Charlie Coleman and a Scott Field man had missed it. 
Lester kicked the extra point which gave Chanute a one noint lead over 
Scott and incidentally the game. 

Scott made the first touchdom early in the first quarter when, recovering 
a blocked kick on Chamte's ten-yard line, they carried the ball over in a few. 
plays. <A forvard pass for the extra »oint was knocked down. 

Slow in getting started,. Chanute made no »rogress in the first half, but 
in the second half their »lunging backs tore holes through the Scott line. 

Most of the gains made by Scott Field were on long end runs and passes. 

After Chanute made the touchdowm and kicked off to Scott, thelatter team 
opened uw») with an aerial attack, marching u» the field on a series of passes. to 
Chanute's ten-yard line. Here a Chanute Field end intercepted a pass and ran 
it back to the 50-yard line. Chanute started a march dowm the field to what 
anyjeared another touchdown when the final whistle blew. 

So ends the season for Chanute Field - a mediocre season turned into a 


x 
2 


successful one by defeating Scott for the first time in history. Chanute won 


three games, lost three and tied two. 
-~--000--— 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., December’ 8th. 





SELFRIDGE FIELD HAS A FIRE, WRITES ABOUT IT AND WINS AIR CORPS 
NEWS LETTER MEDAL 


OQutstripping all entrants, even the Blatant Ballyhoo from the Correspondent 
of a certain post, located 22 miles east of New York; the Pigeon-Pushing Press- 


men of Scott; yea, even Lieut. Eareckson's hot-hot line, the Selfridge. Field. 
Correspondent of the News Letter wins this publication's Semi- Occasional Prize* 


for Rhetorical Endeavor. 

The prize winning sentence is the underscored one of the following: 

"One of the few remaining old wooden hangars was completely destroyed at 
Selfridge Field on December 8th when fire, which broke out in the furnace room, 
quickly spread to other parts of the building. The bitter chill of a wintry. 
December day was tempered as the flames, feasting ravenously on the dry wood and 


beaver board hangar of wartime: construction, rapidly engulféd the entire ~ 


Structure," 








Sens. prize consists of the collection of Xmas bills of the News Letter Editorial 
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But to go on with this story in a serious vein - our Corresnondent goes on 
to say that the fire was started by the exolosion of a plumber's pot which was 
being lighted in the furnace room of the hangar. This plumber's pot, of an ap. 
proved type used in the Air Corps for heating airplane motors, was being ignited 
preparatory to starting a recalcitrant motor in a plane on the flying line. The 
pot had just lighted and was being lifted from the floor when, from a cause unde- | 
termined, it exploded, painfully burning Steff Sgt. Raymond Whitehead and Sgt. 
Ford M. Swiney, who were handling it. 

Due to the inflammable material from which the tmilding was constructed, the 
flames rapidly spread in spite of all the post fire apparatus which was brought 
to bear upon it. Attention was turned to getting out the airplanes and cquip- 
ment, and with heroic efforts all airplanes and most of the equipment were re- 
moved. Soon nothing remained except the concrete floor under smouldering ashes, 

The hangar was one cf the original post buildings built during the war pe- 
riod. It was due to be torn down shortly to make way for new construction. 

The Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field received the following letter 
from Mr. Morton C. Page, Secretary, Exchange Club, Board of Relief, Mt. Clemens; 

"It is with deepest appreciation that we extend cur thanks for your contri- 
' bution —-- for the relief of the families of the unemployed of Mount Clemens. 
It is gratifying that we have the support of your organization and that you 
have displayed your confidence in us. We assure you that the money will be 
uscd judiciously at points where it will do the most good for the greatest num- 
ber of people." 

17th Pursuit Squadron: On Nov. 29th, Captain Hoyt returned from Walter Reed | 
General Hospital, where he had been since September lst, undergoing a kidney 
operation and convalescing therefrom. All officers welcomed the Captain with 
much enthusiasm after his long absence. 

Lieut. Coolidge had a slight disaster while returning from a cross-country 
to Chicago on Nov. 29th. His story is that the weather closed down on him and 
that, together with darkness fast approaching, made him decide to set his fast 
Purship ship down immediately. As he stated in his ow vords, "I deemed it ad- 
‘visable to land." The field was a bit rough and rolling upon landing his left 
wheel gave way. On his second landing the other wheel collapsed and he finally 
ended up on his back after skidding along on the "Belly Tank." The ship was 
washed out, but Lieut. Coolidge escaped unhurt and wiser. 

Five regular officers reported to the Squadron the past month from Kelly 
Field ~ Lieuts. Schlatter, Mason, Blanchard, Castle and Burnett. ‘Two Reserve 
officers also reportec, Lieuts. Hughes and Wilson. 

Lieut. Strunk decided that automobile designers need coaching. Not liking 
the looks of his Packard roadster, he tried to alter its lines with a telephone 
pole rampant on the radiator. He met with too much success and so traded for a 
Buick. The Buick's lines were soon changed by contact with another car, and 
Lieut. Strunk drove for some time with goggles instead of a windshield. He says 
it makes his hair curly. Everyone eagerly avaits new developments in design 
from this master craftsman. 

The 17th Squadron now occupies half of one of the new hangars ~ sharing the 
whole with the 56th. The. old hangar of the 17th is over-run with the fire de- 
partment and the house for disabled hand-ball players. 

SSth Pursuit Squadron: On Nov. 20th, the 36th sponsored one of the most at- 
tractive dances of the winter season. The dance was the first to be held in the 
new Officers! Club since its completion. The Club, which was formerly the Com 
manding Officer's quarters, was attractively decorated. Among the guests was 
Miss Katherine Fechet, who was paying a brief visit to Selfridge Field. 

Captain E.C. Whitehead, Commanding Officer of the 36th, accompanied by Lts. 
Vaupre, Sillin and Franklin, spent several days in northern Michigan at Camp 
Skeel, the aerial gunnery camp of the First Pursuit Group, where they service- 
tested a wing gun installation in an XP-1B airplane. 

On December 3rd, the Squadron lost one of its officers by transfer when Lt. 
Emmett F. Yost departed for the Hawaiian Department. 

Since the last News Lettcr, the Squadron gained a number of new officers, al! 
recent graduates of the Air Corps Training Center. Three Regular Army officers 
were assigned and nine Air Corps Reserve officers attached during the month. 

27th Pursuit Squadron: November offered to the Squadron the usual number of 

‘lying days, the usual number of airplanes, and the same deplorable lack of al- 
lotted time. For the first twenty days of the month, pilots stormed the Opera~ 
Slons Office demanding time, and received time -- sitting around the office. 

bs Thenksgiving cross-countries relieved the monotony finally, and most of our 
Pilots were successful in failing to return because of bad weather. Lieuts. 
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Swain and Meyers enjoyed a week's leave in Fletcher, N.C., while on an overnight 
cross-country. lLieuts. Schott and Day successfully explained an extended stay 
in New York. Lieut. Ramey took off Nov. edrd with General Parker for New York, 
Philadelphia and Washington. ‘The General returned to Selfridge Nov. 28th, en- 
tirely rested;and unhappy from a long train ride. Lieut. Ramey returned two 
days later with a story of fog in Edgewood Arsenal. Capt. Blessley made a trip 
to Seattle, Wash., to attend a conference board on the new P=l2i. Lieut. Smith 
took his usual monthly leave to New York. 

Preparation for Thanksgiving activities by some cf the new wives in the ; 
Squadron brought avout an astounding disclosure. There are no beans in the Air 
Corps Supply. this is an example of the horrible shortcomings of some of the 
departments of our Corps and should be called to the attention of those in au- 
thority. This Squadron intends to take its stand unsupported as we may be, and 
"when we go home, look into our wives! eyes and say 'Today we have demanded 
beans for the Air Corps Supply.!" 

The Squadron Thanksgiving dinner was attended by Mrs. C.R.W. Blessley and 
children, Bill, Jack and Betty; Miss Melba Cox, Lieuts. Allemang, Piper, McGuire, 
Eckhart, Bradley, Holton and Mr- Allemang. 

94th Pursuit Souadron: During the first part of November the Squadron wel- 
comed five new officers from Kelly Field ~ Lieuts. H.M. McCoy, 3B.W. Davis, J.B. 
Adams, J.F. Muffat, and 3.H. Schlauser. 

No doust these officers feel as though they are flying not at all after 
leaving the School, where they had loads of time, and landing here at Selfridge 
where they sit on the ground most of the time. Of course, this cannot be help- 
ed, and they are looking forward to the Springtime and Maneuvers, joping to get 
ay bt na td so much desire. lLEverybody welcomes them and wishes them the 

est of luck, 








Hors. Flight B, 16th Obs. Sodn., Lawson Field, Ga., Dec. 3rd. 





This Flight completed its practice and record bombing during November. 
Training flights were made as foliows: Radio missions, camera gunnery, recon- 
naissance and cross-country. 

Cooperative missions were flown for the Infantry School, as follows: 

Nov. 4th, Sth, 9th and 30th, Lieuts. Holland and Skow ~ Drop and Pick Up Mes- 
sages; Nov. 6th,190th, 1l2th,20th and 24th, Lieut. Brownfield ~ Tow Target; 
Nov. 17th, Major Rader ~ Reconnaissance; Lieut. Barnett- Reconnaissance; Nov. 
esth, Lts. Brownfield and Skow - Drop and Pick Up Messages. 

Six flyins days were lost during the month due to a combination of heavy 
forest fire smoke and fog. 

This organization received one new Field Servicing Truck, Type Ed, to re~- 
place the antiquated hand pumping of gasoline and hand pouring of il and water 
ae previously in use. (Now oring on the next Fort Benning Motor Transport 
Show). 

With a new type road grader smoothing out the kinks in our field, and 
steel bins and shelving being installed in the Supply, we are gradually getting 
into shape to go through the winter, looking forward to the hope »f receiving 
contemplated appropriations for extensive building and improvement plans for 
next Spring. 

Major Jones and Captain Giles flew in to inspect this organization during 
November. The resultant "skin sheet" hasn't arrived as yet, but we don't anti- 
cipate a great shock, 

_. On Nov 24th, Pvt. Williamson, pilot, with six passengers from Maxwell 
Field, Lad a forced landing with a Y-1C-14, due to a broken rocker arm shaft, 
about three miles north of Lawson Field. As no spare parts were available at 
the Wome station .of this plane, the mechanical force at Lawson Field-fabricated 
& rocker arm shaft which enabled the plane to »vroceed to its destination. 

Additional military personnel to pass through Lawson Field by air during 
November were Mejor General Fuqua, Chief of Infantry; Major Hume Feabody, Assist- 
and Commandant of the Air Corps Tactical School; Major Candee, Captain Blackburn, 
Lieuts. Barker, Walker, Mills and Hansell, all ef Maxwell Field, and Lieut. 
MeNiel, Regular Army Air Corps Instructor of the Alabama National Guard. 


Polling Field, D.C., December 5th. 





On November 24th, Lievt. R.K. Giovannoli and S.t.: Bernard Walsh made para- 
chute jumps from a C-4A airplane, piloted by Lieut. L.S. Stranathan. Lieut. 
1ovannoli used a standard Paracite and Sgt. Walsh a Triangle type. It was. 
found that the Triangle chute landed more slowly than the Standard type.. With 
the shortage of flying time, we are all contemplating getting some time in the 
air by this method. 
Qn November 23rd and 24th, approximately forty Medical officers visited the 
d, were shown over it, and given — by Lieut. Stranathan and Lieut. Willis 
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in the (+A and Northrup airplanes. ~~ ' 

Lieut. J.A. Willis ferried a BT nlane to Kelly Field Nov. 25th, returning 
by rail. 

Major Davidson was the Holling Field representative at the Supply Confer- 
ence held at Wright Field. 

The officers, enlisted men and their families enjoyed their Thanksgiving 
- Dinner at Bolling Field, vhich was held in the Detachment Mess Hall. 

Saturday, Nov. 28th, the Bnergency Crew had a stag party on the post. Gen. 
Fechet and Gen. Foulois were guests of honor. The party was a big success. 

Lt. Cousland's prize basketball team, commosed of enlisted men of Bolling, 
has so far run its games won up in the tventies with only one defeat. ‘hen the 
tournament season begins this winter, it is exoected and hoped they will con- 
tinue their fine performances. 


115th Obs. Scuadron, Calif. Nat'l Guard, Los Angeles, Dec. 8th. 





Participating in the civic mémorial services on the morning of Armistice 
Day, the Squadron flew formation over the Olympic Stadium at that time, and over 
the city and surrocnding towns afterward. In the afternoon aerial photographs 
were taken of the crowd at the Stadium attending the football game between the 
University of California and St. Mary's, also of the U.S. Battle Fleet at anchor 
in Los Angeles Harbor at San Pedro. ‘Two planes were sent up to Ventura for the 
day to help the Anerican Lesion there put on a good Armistice Day show. 

_ It _is with heavy heart that we refer to the death on Nov. léth of our 
Flight Surgeon, Cant. Elmer E. Langley. Comin;; to us two years ago from the 
Washington National Guard Avietion Unit, he very soon endeared himself to us by 
his understanding, patience, jolly disposition and avility. He attended two 
active duty training camps with us, and there made inmunerable friends in the 
Division. He was a successful practicing physician in Los Angeles, and was 
Flight Surgeon for the Devartment of Comierce Aeronautics Branch. He leaves a 
large number of sorrowing friends both here and in his old home, Spokane. His 
widow has been presented with a memorial plaque from the officers of this Squad- 
ron, comaemorating his duty with us and expressing the organization's respect 
and admiration for him. 

_ On Nov. 22nd, a formation of 3 planes took part in joint maneuvers with the 
Air Corps Reserve of Long Beach, Calif. Our ships were given the mission of 
acting as light bombardment on a sur»vrise attack on a railroad bridge near 
Uplands, Calif., about 50 miles east of Los Angeles. The Reserves represented 
the defending Fursuit, and operated in three flights of three ships each, their 
object being to- intercept and prevent the attack. Army and Navy judges acted 
as aerial observers, Decision was awarded the National Guard. 

On Sunday, Nov. 29th, Headquarters Co., 160th Inf., Calif. N.G., had a com 
munications detachment at our regular drill period during the morning, and work- 
ed with our planes via radio, pick-uwo messages, drop message and ground panels. 
Field telephones were also used. Excellent experience was derived by doth units 
through these combined operations. 7 

On Dec. Sth, five 0-38 planes were sent to Imperial Valley, 250miles from 
Los Angeles, to participate in joint aerial maneuvers with 9 BT-2 planes from 
the Air Corps Reserves based at Long Beach, Calif. The 115th Obs. Squadron rep- 
resented friendly defensive forces, its mission being to photograph several 
points along the way held by the invading forces who had penetrated from Mexico, 
end to attack at a giyen time, as light bombardment, an enemy concentration of 
Infantry encamped at Yalexico on the Mexican Border. The Air Corys Reserve, in 
three flights of three planes each, represented the defensive Fursuit, their ob- 
goes being to intercept the Bombers and prevent the destruction of their ow 

nfantry camp. 

Saturday afternoon saw the completion of the problem, in the presence of 
Regular Air Corps officers and Naval Reserve aviation officers as aerial judges. 
All forces based at the Imperial County Airport, Brawley, Calif., overnight, wh 
wnere they were entertained by local authorities, returning to their home sta- 
tions the following day. 

_ , This is the second joint problem to be carried out between the 40th Division 
Aviation and the Air Corps Reserve, the first, two weeks »revious, involving the 
destruction of an important railroad bridge near Uplands, Calif., which included 
problems of cross-country, reconnaissauce, formations, interception, attack and 
defense tactics and correct reading of maps, etc. oth Squadrons and the parti- 
Clpating pilots received extremely practical experience and plan to cont iiue the 
JOint maneuvers. ; 


---000--= 

The llth Observation Squadron, Texas National Guard, Houston, Texas, has 
been well represented in the major aeronautical functions of this part of thé 
State, including the opening of the Wharton Airvort, the Rededication of the 
Houston Airport, and attending the Mason M. Patrick Trophy Race at Galveston. 
The Squadron also participated to the extent of five 0-38's in the Convention 
of the 56th Division, which was held at Dallas, Texas, October 24th. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THe IMPROVEMENT OF 
ATRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND TECHNICAL RECORDS, REPORTS AND FILES 


The last pages of the Air Corps News Letter are now being utilized by the 
Chief of the Air Corps to bring to the attention of all Air Corns activities and 
personnel various suggestions for the improvement of aircraft maintenance and 
more accurate preparation and maintenance of technical records, revorts and 
files. The last pages of the Air Corps News Letter are used for this purpose, so 
as to permit interested activities and personnel to detach these pages from the 
Air Corps News Letter and maintain them in a separate folder for their own infor- 
mation, reference and application, where desired. 

This is the third article published to date, and the comments and recommen- 
dations of all interestec personnel are desired. Suggestions for the improvement 
of these articles and complete information on station and organization methods 
or systems employed to facilitate Ooerations and Engineering work are especially 
desirei. Correszondence reporting the above information should be addressed to: 

Chief of the Air Corps, 
Attention, Chief Inspection Division, 
Washington, D.C. 


PARACHUTE IDENTIFICATION 


During a recent technical inspection of Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., by 
a representative from this office, the following method of identifying parachutes 
was noted; 


4A small white cloth pad, apvroximately 6 inches wide by 8 inches long, was 
sewed to the upper end and on the. inside of the back pad on each parachute. This 
pad bore the name, rank and station of the individual to which assigned painted 
or stenciled therecn in black, as follows: 





WILLIAM A. WHITE 
1ST LILUT. ATR CORPS 


MAXWELL FIELD 
MONTGOMERY, ALA. 





The above makes an excellent and immediate identification for parachutes 
and is much better than placing this or similar information on the harness 
where it is difficult to locate and read. The installation of such identifica~ 
tion nads on all parachutes now in service is recommended. 


at ae me ee 


RECORD OF EXPENDED 
GASOLINE EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES 


Par. 4, War Dept. Circular No. 39, dated July $1, 1930, reads as follows: 


"Standard Form 44 and General Accounting Office Standard Form 

No. 1066 will be made up into books containing 20 of each. These books 

will have symbol letters and serial numbers, and offices to which they 

are issued will be responsible for the safe-keeping and proper use of 

such books. Each office will be prepared, upon request of proper au- 

thority, to account for all books which have come into its custody." 

In order to simplify the accounting of these certificates, it is recommend- 
ea that a form similar to the following be prepared and maintained for each book 
ef these forms received at each station. 


RECORD OF EXPENDED GASOLINE EXEMPTION CERTIFICATS 





X.C. Envelope Certificate 





Number Muaber Expended by Issued to Date 

3 90001 Lt. R.A. Smith Standard Oil Co., 12-10-31 
Augusta, Ga. ; 

5 90002 Capt. B.N. Jones Capitol Oil Co., 12~]~31 


Kokomo, Ind. 





The above information can be obtained by operations personnel from Form No. 
1066 remaining in the- book upon their return by personnel to whom issued. 
_ The avove form may be maintained on separate sheets or in a ruled book or 
ledger as desired but in all cases should be a permanent record in the office to 
Which the books were issued. V-6218, A.C. 
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The following Technical Orders and Letters have been distributed since the 
last issue of the Air Corps News Letter on December 4, 1931; 


Date and No. 





11-16-51 
TO-01-1~34 
11/16/31 
TO-02-1-8 


11/27/31 
TO-02-1~18 
11/24/31 
TO-08-5~1C 
11/27/51 
TO-08-1~2 
11/23/31 
TI-31-189 
10/28/31 
TL-31-274 


11/25/31 
TI-31-286 


11/21/31 
T-31~287 


11/25/31 
T-31-292 


11/30/31 
TL-31-294 
11/25/31 
T-31-295 


11/25/31 
TI-31-296 


11/28/31 
Tl-31~297 
11/30/31 
TL-31-298 
12/3/31 
TI-31~299 


12/1/31 
TO-00-0-9 


The follotring Air Corss Circulars and Air Corps Circular Letters have been 
publishec. and distributed since the issue of Air Coros Circular O-2A, Subject: 
Numerical, Index to Air Corps Circulars, dated October 1, 19351. 


Subject 


Installation of oil Thermometers 


Disposition of engines requiring revlacement 
of crankshafts,crankcase sections, or connect- 
ing rods. 

Service carvuretor specifications. 


Aircraft-Radio-Disconnector Units. 


Inspection and removal of dry batteries in- 
stalled in elec: ricai communications equipment 

Inspection of detachable blade propeller 
imbs. 

Ecuipping, of Mngines in the Air Corps, except 
those used for Frrimary Training and Liberty 
Engines, with radio shielding, if not so 
equivped. 

Replacing of Non-ventilatec type spark plug 
shields, tyne RFL, Drawings No. A-3747, with 
the ventilated type. 

Surge Chamber for dampening out oil pressure 
fluctuations on all types of V-1150 and 
V-i570 engines. 

Corrections to Stromberg 
setting chart, marked for 
January 1, 1952. 

Denatured alcohol. 


carburetor Army 
revision as of 


Oil seepage in starters installed in P-l2 
series of airplanes. 


Replacement of needle valve seats or restric- 
tions by ball check needle vaive seats in 
Stromberg type NA-Y5F carovretors. 

Iuspection of Valve Guides, Part #C-6110, on 
early V-1570 series engines. 

Multiple and single lens photographs 

Mininum oil temperatures for vinter opera- 
tion on airdlanes equipved with air-cooled © 
type oil coolers. 

Monthly Index of Technical Instructions 


---000--- 


ATR CORPS CIRCULARS 





Distribution 





General 


General 


General 
General 
General .. 
General 


Wright, Chanute and 
all Devots. 


General 


All activities eqip- 
ped with these en- 
gines on 11/21/31 

General 


General 


bolas tapley Mere 

Mather, Maxvell ,Wrigh 
Selfridge & all é&pot: 

Middletown, Fairfield, 
San Antonio, Hawaiian 
Depot, Chanute & RAD. 

FAD, MAD, SAD, RAD, and 
Chanute. 

All Thotographic aciti+ 
vities at RA station 
General 


General 





Number Subject Date 
Cir. 15-63 Air Corps Form No. 5, Individual Flight Record 10-14-31 
Cir. 55-4 Enlisted Pilots. 12-5~31 
Cir, 40-3 Routine Reports. 11-30-31 
Cir. 40-54 Appointments. 10-24-31 
Cir. 60-9 Acrobatic Maneuvers Ferformed with Air Corps Airplanes 1L0-6—51 
Cir. 655 The Air Corps Supply System 11-24-31 
Cir. 65-14 Submitting Samples for Test, Identification, Etc. 10+7~51 
Cir. 65-144 Submitting Samples for Test, Identification, etc. 10-23-31 
Cir. 65-26 Stationery and Office Furniture 11-21-31 
Cir. 90-1 Requisition and Use of Maps 11-18-31 
Cir. 115-1 Air Corps Historical Records 10-28-31 
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ATR CORPS CIRCULAR LETTERS 





Stencil No. Subject Date 
W-1991, A.C. Restricted Flights of Aircraft during Yorktown Centennial 10-1-31 
W-1990, A.C. Cross-country Flights in Excess of 500 miles 10-331 
W-1998, A.G. Glider Flying Accident Not in Line of Inty 10-20-33 
W-2000, A.C. Promotions 10-21-31 
W-1996, A.C. Proposed Award of Trophy for Flying Efficiency 10-23-31 
We2003, A.C. Fer diem Travel Allowances of Civilian Baployees 10~28~-31 
W-2002, A.C. Military Credit Toward Retirement of Givilian Personnel 10-29-31 
W-2004, A.C. Appointment of Civilian Personnel aw 
W-2006, A.C. Per Diem Travel Allowance - Civilian Exployees 16-31 
W-2007, A.C. Data Needed to Complete Forms 2806 for Fiscal Year 1931 ei 
W-2008, A.C. Transfers and Details of Civilian Employees Li-12+s1 
W-2011, A.C. Civilian Eyployees Formerly Emergency Officers and now 11~12-31 
on the Emergency Officers Retired List. 

W-2014, A.C. Cheney Award for 1931 11-20-51 
W-2018, A.C. Purchase of Service Credit. ail 


We2021, A.C. 


Transfers and Details of Civilian BExployees 
---000——— 


ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


San Antonio Air Devot, Duncan Field, Texas, Dec. 16th. 





The Duncan Field Welfare Association has been reorganized by the personnel 
of this Depot, having for its svecial object the furtherance of the President's 
Unemployment Relief Program through cooperation with the civic welfare organiza- 
tions of the City of San Antonio in relieving suffering among the community's 
unemployed and needy this winter, by distribution of food, clothing and fuel,and 
mach good work has already been done along this line by this organization, which 
represents a personnel of 650.. 

The Headquarters Office of the Depot has been moved from the building which 
it formerly occupied, at the center of the Devot Reservation, to Building No.44 
on the Frio City Road, formerly the Headquarters of the Air Corps Training Center. 
This move was necessitated by the progress of the nev construction now under way 
for the imgineer Shops Building of the Depot. 

During 


he month of November, the Mmngineering Devartment of the San Antonio 
Air Depot overhauled and repaired the following airplanes and engines:-~ 


Airplanes overhauled ~- 2 AKG, 3 A-~3B, 4 0-20, 1 0-17, 2 Q19B, 2 P-10, 
1 P-1D, 1 P-1E, 2 P-1F, 1 BI-1, 5 BI-2B, 2 PS, 3 PRA, Total 29. 
Airplanes Repaired - 2 A-3B, 1 XO-14, 4 0-192, 1 O25A, 2 O-25C, 1 O~38, 
1 P-1lF, 1 7A, 1 C9, 1 YIC-15, 1 1, 1 NS, Total 17. 
Engines Overhauled ~ 21 V-1150, 10 R+-1690, 9 R+790, 5 R-975, 5 R-1340, 
Total 50. 
Engines Repaired; 5 V-1150, 12 V+1650, 1 R-1340, 1 R-1750, 3 R-790,Total 22. 
Lieut-Col. A.G. Fisher, Commanding Officer; Capt. E.V. Harbeck, Jr., Chief 
Engineer Officer, and lst Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., Depot Supply Officer, of this 


Depot, returned on 
Annual Envineering 
Materiel Division. 
to confer with the 


of equipment. 


Mr. J.M. Bailey, Aeronautical Mechanical Ingineer of the Rockwell Air Depot, 
Rockwell Field, Calif., visited this Depot Nov. 28th to December 3rd on temporary 


duty for the purpose of observing engineering sho» methods in use here. 


December 6th from Wright Field, Ohio, where they attended the 

and Supply Conference held in the Office of the Chief of the 
Cantain Harbeck also visited the Middletown,Pa. Air Depot 

Commanding Officer thereof on shop methods used in the overhaul 


On a week-end hunting trip to Medina Lake on Dec. 12-13, Lt.-Col. A.G. 
Fisher, our Commanding Officer, with Lieut. T.H. Chapman, and party, reported 
great success, brin-ing home a fine bag of ducks. 

Warrant Officer and Mrs. Charles Chester departed Dec. 3rd for two montha! 


leave, visiting in San Diego, Calif. 


Warrant Officer Chester is under orders for 


foreign service in the Philippines, to sail from San Francisco on February 4th. 
He has been on duty at this Depot since January, 1921, and for the past eight 
years was Cost Officer, in charge of the Air Corps Cost Accounting System at this 


Depot. 


The best wishes of the personnel of the Depot go with Mr. 
for happiness at their new station. 
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